The

ONEKE BIG UNION

Monthly

- m—
MNew Series: Vol I=No, 3 MIARCH. 1937 Price: 15 Cents

Issuwed by the 1. W. W,

ey prrEcrrrbale

Irtelustricd [nionism




— e —— — i - = =

What Is The Working Class?

Unorganized, acting only to carry out the will of others, it has
been nothing—a plaything at best for politicians—a cow to be milked
—the last interest ever to be considered,

Yet, it has done all the work of the world—Ilaid the railroads,
built the homes and Factories, manned the ships, dug the ore, grown
the food, girdled the globe with copper cables, kept life humming.

Thn wn-'rllj:hg' class does all the sane th:in“ AECEsAry for the
continuous life of society. I iz society. The “ladies and gentlemen”
who are not of the working class are a useless excrescence on the
body social.

This so-called upper strata that masquerades as “society” is not
only a useless growth, but a viciously malignant one. The insanc acts
of war and waste and destruction commitbed hg.r the wurhing class are
done to carry out the will of this parasitic growth., This parasitic
growth must be cut off, or it will desiroy sociely,

Misorganized, acting only for a section of its members here and
there, the working class can at best only make society and itself aware
of its importance, by ceasing for a while ta perform some of its func-
tions. Cur men and women go back after their strikes, with some few
gains won, with some new sense of power and self-respect, to carry
out once more the will of those whe rule and rob us, who waste the
great heritage of our natural resources, who plot to set us at each
ather's throat in some great woarld war.

Organized as One Big Union of the Working Class, we can ael
as a class for curselves, carry out our own organized will, establish
our own planned economy of abundance, and by making our own class
the great conatructive force in the world, banish fear and worry and
want forever from the life of man.

“It is the historic mission of the working class to do away with
capitalism,”
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How the war and wasle inherent in sapital-
iz wilk dust storm and yeging feod threaten
the Reritage thal wwe are to poss on fo the eoming

generation

Ten thousand milllon dellare were squandered by
the capitalist clza: b make siafe  for
dlemocracy, This huge sum, however, does not
biegin ko eover the setus] cost of the war, The
grogs price we workers are paying, snd will een-
tinue 10 pay for the bloody saturnalin, if mensured
in dollors, woonld he of such mammoth proportions
g8 Lo baffle the imaginption, onless computed in
mathematical formaolae, comparable to the light
yiar syatems of nstronomy. We are paylng even
unrto afnd beyond our grandchildeen for far mors
than the mere desiraction, torrible thought it wos,
of & few billions of dallars worth of chemicalz,
armaments &nd manhood. The stagporing
price is not measarsble fn dollars. We, in our old
ape, &3 well iz unborn workera of tomorros will
pay in terma of red oved hunger and gnunt famine,
while grabbing without |||'|j|1I far &ofr to ent
among the barren boulders sand abifting sand duses
of nm ardl desert, unless we guickly organize ss

the world
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Wheore Angry Waters Roll
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the rough floors of
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AN is-eysl mothers trend
lowlnnd shacks, petting to-
gether s fow belospings, preparstory fo & quiek
exoduas with their broods w higher ground and
sufoty. Thelr menfolk sre out where ansry, vellow
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waters rush down the river. Angry waters, soek-
ing to escape from the prison of the river's course
bite into reatraining levees. To the men, fovor-
ishly battllng the turbulent tido, has comoe the
nows that op the river, the lovees Bave broken
anl that whole citics and thousands of acres of
country-side, are deep under wator, with death
riding the flood. With pick and shovel and bags
of sand, they fight the temacious waters, plugging
sand boils, and rivalets that break across and spill
over the bogry dike. Free wage slaves, chabn-gans
prisonors, tenant farmers, black and white, all of
thom, have forgotten their antipathies spninst ome
another, the projudiees engendered by an une
bolapeed cconomic aystem. In commen democracy,
they battle shoulder to shoolder apainst a eom-
mon enenty. The flood f3 & recurring, annunal
tragedy to them. Grim-lipped, thoy batthe to zsve
the little they own: small honses wpon which many
painfully made instalmonts have beon doposited
o the enrichmont of wnserupulows peal estate in-
terests, grobby crops that must be shared with
the landlord whose home i safely perched on =
hill, or merely & fow aticks of furnfture in rented,
lowilnnd shacks,

At last the river wins! A section of the SOEEY
levoe has crombled and the swollen waters o
hissing through the broak. With dopged persistence,
but with despair in their hearts, the valiant battlers
try to stop the flow. But in vain! For even ax
they work, a huge sogment of tho leves begins to
crumble, nnd the wietorious river, with a rushing
ronr, sarges sut over the lewlands of the clty and
couniryside. Strects bocome raging rivers as the
rising flood sweeps through sectione given over
ts factories and working class homes, It is a sight
for the gods, and the rich who live upon the high-
lands. Tt is an awe-inepiring spectscle for the
wellfed and the fashionably attired, and am ocen-
xion for sporting the Intost styles in colored gum
Boots atid smart jachets. But fo0 the workers
whose meagro belongings have been swept away,
nod whe are packed together like sardines In erude
shelters beyond the reach of the cold and mudidy
tide, it is meither amusing nor majestic. It is a
sad time of suffering mnd despair ns the murks
flond swirls down streot after sireot, veaches $he
eaves of hoose after hoose, and engulfs tawn
nfter towm.

Among hundreds of photographs of flood seemes
that the reader may have aeen reproduced in the
nowspApers, how muny pioturés hove there been
af baronial estates under wator? The Barons aof
Land and Tndustry are mot fleod safferers. It is
the working class who are driven From their homes,
who are herded in concentration sheliers, whao
suffer cold and bhonger, and the loss af their
lowed ones, who sicken and die of typhoid and
dysontery. It is they who sre paying for the wanten
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desbruction of their rich heritage st the hands
of predatory capitalism,

Liko a sore thumb, the evidenco sticks opy dee
manding examination. Let us look it aver,

The havoe caused by modern warfare is fiak
limited to battle feld and tremch, nor to the na-
tion or district under martist conquost, Tis ravaging
offects, violsting and upseiting nature’s fime
balange, reach around the world, In the wide
stretched hand of capitalism, to pesceful areas
thonsands of miles away from the themtre af
earnage. Many people do not know, or Gt has mot
oceurred to thom, that the world war was the
culminating folly of n series of aboses that finally
brooght on the rocent, sewere droughbs, dust
storme and floods, nor, parndoxical as it may seem,
that droughia and dust storms arbe from the
same cruae as do flosds,

While the armies of the world wers frenziodly
spewing death at one another on the ficlds of
Franze, the demon of war sneakod through the
bountiful flelds and forests of our land, sowing
secds of famine and death and Inying a foundation,
which if not chocked, will result in another Gobi
Desert over the whole nrea-of the Minsisslsppi
Irrainnge Basin.

When this country was token frem the Indinns,
the entire Enst and most of the West was covered
with treve and undergrowih in the foreata, and
with grasses on the plains. Wild life was abandant,
and destructive inseets wore beld in choek by the
birds. The winds blow as hard then &8 mow, and
it ralned oven harder, bat litthe damage was done.
MNature was in balance and provided Bountifully
for the aboriginal inhabitanis. The rivers ran cloar
maost of the year, but when they did aprend from
their courses, it was slowly and with mo great
violenee. The soil was protected pgsinsl eroslan
from wind and water and the streams ran thromgh
valleys protected by grasses and foreat covered
slopes, from which the raing ran off alowly, or
sank Into absorpbive sodl, The waber which was
abaorbed, formed into sublerrancan pools, and,
secping gradually through faults med fissures, is-
soed fortz ax cool sprifngs, whore man and beas
ceme to slack their thirst. :

Gradunally, with the foll settlement of the orig.
inal colonies. seeking to cscape the iron heal of
exploitation by the historieally Inuded but tyranical
“Fathers of Our Country”, pioneer workers be-
gun Eo trek westward, Capitalism followed the
blazed trail of these originnl peneers. After the
rettlement of the rich  midwestorn pMalns, un-
serupulows railway and Iand finnnclors, conniving
with corrupt political administrators, mannged huge
mineral and lombor-dand steals, Mineral Posourees
were wisted, and the foreal cover was stripped
from the hills, willy-nilly, for expertation hevand
the seas. John Farmer. eternally the ally and al-
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ways the goat of bankers and grain pit gamblers
knowing nothing about aail consacvation and enr-
ing less, plowed onder the sod of plein and hill-
#ide, with no thought of the marrow, Thos was
atarted the present planless and heltor-akelter mode
of agricultural exploftation.

Mature i mob bo blame for floods that have
dovastated the
Epst or the dust
cloods that have
choked and Inid
waste the Wost
Thess are conse-
quences of the
ruthlezs  mizgas
of the land. Tt
was known |be-
fore the war
that asoeoner opF
later conserva.
tion mensures
would have to
b  wndertaken.
Notoworthy In
this respect was
the erentlon of
National Porest-
¥, under the ad-
minisiration of
Theodore Roose-
velt. Otherwise,
excapt for isolat-
ed  experiments
in  econservation
h}' the LU, . De-
partment aof
Apricoliure op-
erating on nig-
gardly appropri-
ations, very little
attention wag
given the sab-
1ect. Both polfti-
cinpz and fi.
nance capitalists,
by their very na-
tures, wore too
busy playing the
game of profit-
lifting.  The
Tarmers, single
mindedly, wore
rying to reach middle class affluence and re-
spectability; and the mon of schence, oxcepk o
negligible fow whe wers as voices erying in the
wilderness, were prostituting  themsslvez to the
capitalists, zesking new methods for the enrich-
mitnt of their masters. The working - elass, just
beginning to organize, wors fighting for the sight-
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hour day and union recognition, and the Hay-
market Martyrs had beon ghiven to the nosse in
Chiengo. Thus the soil was ignored and retribution
was piled vp against the fotups,

At this time, there seemed to be mo pressing

nerd for achion against unplanned and irreapan.
aible. oxploitation of the

terreatinl  domain, No

mejor dust
storms hed  oe.
eurred, and wn-
tl 1918, when
the Mississippi
River roze at
Momphis ta an

nll high stage of
43.4 ft., no real
I¥ alarming
floods had =oma
to shake the
muster class and
thelr political
henehmen  into
the realization of
imminent dispz-
ter. AL most, it
WilE & mOmen-
tnry  distraction,
and they retirn-
oid with feverish
ayes to theip
tieker tapoes. Sail
canservation, like
free  hospitaliza-
tion, slum eclear-
ance, and other
HE ;-E?‘ xwia!is»_- necesad-
: ry projects, pays

e imom e diate
cash  dividends.
Therefores it is
not only of no
interest to profit
mangers, but de-
cidedly annoying
in that sueh
things cost mo-
ney which would
have to be ob.
tained, undor the
préesent  syvstem,
by taxatfon of
property. Levees
had been thrown up ns 8 method to atimek floods
at their points of greatest strength, the river's
edge; in a fow places, flood ways had heen
ervated; but essentin]l as thoss and similar on.
gineering projects are for fload contral, they do
not reach the eause,
Army engineers,

kh charge of evaicuntion of
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lowlnnds  during thk winter's flosd, have sugp-
geated complets evacuation of the alluvial plains
of the Mississippi and its tributaries, that dykes
and lovers be strengthencd amd that they and the
potential flood areas be forested and be made
into nationn] parks. Totl—totl=—it doesn’t take
a West Polnt tralieing ta figore oul such a slmiple,
though meritoricus ides. The big job would be
to put it mcross, agninst the insurmountable oppao-
astion of poworful real estate and rental interesis,
The working clnss who can lemst afford Lo be left
prey to fleod hozards, musi, onder the Capitalist
Syatermn, live and work dewn by the river on
cheaper but flodod-threatencd land. Hents, from
howuses in these zones of danger, Is velvet for the
latdlords and dustrial lords who have appropri-
ated the higher and more desirable ground. They
would nok submit to such a8 slum-cloarsnes and
reforeatration program onleas bought out at a
price unreasonably out of proporfion to the wvalne
of the properiies. And then ngain. huge profits
are dorived from the eroation of sobdivisions amd
the =alcs of building lots. Fooslish workers, think-
ing they have jobs, from-now=on, and nee all st
for Hfe, mertgage themselves o the ears for
cheese-box bungulows that one day will float dewn
the river.

The les of turning the potontial flood arens
back to the wild, tuming them inte national parks,
or forests, and wild life samctuaries, wonld be very

Ll R ™ e e i R ]

No pulaces were woshed aqway, but the
kome inlo awhich wmany a woerker hod
baeilt Nix hopes, wond dreiffing with the
flond,
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deairable. But even if thiz were dopo, the real
mennee, of which the flood & but & aymptom,
wald net be lakl, Army engineers, on February
11th of this vear, laid before the Hoose Flood
Controel Committes in Washington, dats and cati-
matea for flood conieol profecis, designed o cover
& temsyesr period, consizting of recommendationa
for flood comtrol reservoirsa onm the big rivess’
iributariea, foedways, and dykes o protect centres
of population. A third of the amouont would zo
to peotect viver citics agninst imamdation. The
catimatod cost wax placed at one and one half
hillion dollars, If s notable thet the cause of fleads
will not be tackled exeopt for the eonstrustion of
retardation reserveirs, which solves nothing, as
they wouald, in time, become filled with silt, or,
in other words, the preclows topseil, Army «n-
ginters seom uiterly unable to compredend the
difforones boiween cause and effoct. The causs
iz #ail erealon; floeds are the effest.

Floais are born in the IHtle erecks and brooks.
far up on the slopes of hills and mountains and
far finte the hinterlands of the plaing country.
They reault from siripping away the natural cover
of the top moil. This cover woull have to be
ropacod amd weuld ecst many more billions of
dollars than estimated by the army engineers, a
bill which the capitalist class will not pay and
which the werking elass cannot pay.

The damage done by the war was insidloos,
working like m slow polsen, which, when once
takon, ereops throngh the system, wndermining
the vital organs and destroying tisswes, until death
steps in to ond it all—or like lecasts, which, after
thelr eggs have lnim im the ground for years,
suddenly arfse in devasiating swarma, ito plague
and lay waste vast areas of crop lande

The World War began in 1914 and tasted antil
the fall of 191E. There were 7 million men under
arma i Eurepe, Whe wore left to break the soil
and harvest eropa? Mostly womoen and children,
and they eould not till the soil. Filty million meres
of land wers dropped from cultivation in Europe.
Food became scarce and prices vose to unheard-of
levels. Hore in the United States, John Farmer
chuckled i hiz whiakers amnd hastened to get in
on the ensy pickings, by supplying a large part af
the deficioncy. The bankers and grain gamblers,
sure of the flion's share of the spolls, slapped him
on the back and told him what a great fellow he
was It was a gleefal time for profitesrs. Marginal
and sub-miarginal lands, heretofore considered
worthless  for cultivation, hillsides, briar-patehes
and even swamps, bul reverthebess, the last of the
remisining bulwark ngminst drought and fload, were
plowed under and planted with wheat, corn and
eotton, *Food Will Win the War! waz the alogan
of the day, and here at homs we ste war bread,
that tasted like sawdust loaves baked by the devil,
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while millions of tons of foodstuffs were being
shipped to the warring nations.

Jawn sweabled kell out of his hired hands, for
as little ax he could gel wway with, except nlong
the 1000 mile picket line established by Agricultur-
nl Workers Orzmnization, No, 400 of the LW.W.
Here, he was made to kick in with a litthe of his
war profits in the form of higher pay and shorter
hours, He didn't like sach & state of affairs, 20 as
he rolled in wealth and & new Bualek he had his
represontatives In states’ assemblles pass eriminal
syndicallem laws against the posh-dinged, pesky
wabblics,

When the Armistice waz signed, the demobilized
peasaniry of Europe went back to the land and
rergmed production for their domestic marksts
By 1920 'John Farmer no looger had o loceative
dumping ground for sorplus farm prodocts. He
went ahead, however, and had hiz wage slaves
produce another bumper crop, with the reault tha:
during the minor depreasion of 1921, huge guan-
tities of foodstuffs were left unharvested or wore
dumped into the rivers. The unemployed eould
not buy this food that they themeelves had zo-
cinlly produced, 30 as usual it was destroyed.

The land that had been plowed op because of
the war, more than fifly million weres, and sorely
needed as grass and brush Innd margins of safety
agninst droaghts, waz no longer of any commereinl
vilue, and with its protective cover destroyed was
left to the merey of wind nnd vater. John Farmer,
perennial mider of state and national treasuries,
nnd ruthless exploiter of the lowest of nll low paid
labor, together with his cronies, the bankers and
gamblors, has ravished and despoiled the puahblic
domain that haz been turned over to his private
uze by our eapltalist economy.

These submarginal lands had once held molsture,
when they were under grass and brush, or re.
mained andrained swamps. The topscl]l, left as i
was, dried up and wa= eventually blown away.
New Vorkers awoke to the startled realization one
day lmst saommer that the pecullar yellow pall
that enveloped the city was the topseil of Kansas
and lown, being blown inte the Atlantie Ocean.
Az an illostration of how desertx are made, we
will quste from an article from the Conservation
Serviee of the U. B Department of Agriculiure:
. . Poar water in a cellar door. It dashes off
immediately. Spread s rug or mat on the same
inclined zurface and most of the water iz held
back and mbsorbed, Zome of it may run off, bot
it runs in a trickle, not o fleod, Apply the simile
to millions of acres of sloping land, bared of its
rug of vegetation and =shorn of its absorptive mat
of topsoil. Multiply the rup-off from the cellar
door into billions of gallons of waier rushing
neross denuded hilisides into  streams that hawve
limitations upon their capacity for carrving water.
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Are these flood vefugees o be the fore-
ruiiers of “gpaunt and mizerable viclims
af a predotory system” whick has  left
thent only an arid waste where once Lhe
fertile prafries volled—or will they avert
thiz horror by manfully building a One
Big Union of Laber to fake hold of owr
resourees o e Phem pntelligentiyf

The cause of floods is clear” Yes, and the caouse
of deserts, The Nile and the Fuphrates were rivers
tike that. And the deserts of Egypt sand Mesopo-
tamia were onee fertile and bountiful, Legends
from ancient history and the Bible tell of plagues
of locesia that once swarmed over the land of
the Pharachs—and dust storms.

Az has been stated, droughts and dust storms
are of the asme parentage. Let us ose again the
analogy of the cellar deor, With the rug on the
door, part of the water which had been held baek,
iz abaorbed ax water vapor by the heat of the
sun, and eventually precipitated again on the soil.
This process would have been repeated ad ine
fimitum, if Naturg hod not been artifichally thrown
of f balanes. Otherwisc, the san blazes down upon
# wakerless aren which s0on becomes dry and
cracked. The topsoil, partly vepotable in charncter
by the slow process of ecenturiée and therefore
irreplaceabls by man, becomes dry powder and
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the winds 13ft It and carry most of it away. Finally.
because of shifts In air currents, water wapor
drawn from the tropics, or the ocemns, i precipi-
tated In torrents on the parched lamd. As en the
cellar door, with no protecting rug to hold it back,
the water goes roaring over the hillsides, down
to the valleya, gouging oat deep gulleys, upreoting
the few surviving trees and other wegotation, and
enrrying, in the form of silt, the last ofthe food
esaentisl to plant e, the top soil. Here, at last,
is a desert in fact, fit only to sopport eactus,
eoyotes, and rangy jack rabhits,

Back to the Sea

Capitaliet apologists will stare up any excuse
thoy can Iny hands to in order to whitewnsh thelr
masters and deflect the binme for the plight of
the land from the sysiem of private exploitation.
The sum total of their bleatings iz so muoch hog-
wash, On the other hand a school of peasimists,
blaming it all on nature with man as her in-
advertant helpor, 2ces no hope for posterity. It has
not been proven, they coptend, that the continent
of Morth America is capable of sustaining & per-
manent chvllizatbon. There B evidonce that the
continent can exiat only by turning it back io the
original state in which the white race foond i,
Further reasoning supports the theory that in cat-
ting down the foresls, engaging in unsuitable
farming methods and other nets of carcless greed,
men have helped natural evalution in ita destined
CouEree,

To gquote J. Franklym in the New York Post of
Fob, &, 1937, "—What we have done k2 nod, aa
many imagine, a erime against natore. We are
simply speeding wup mature’s solotion for North
America, which ia, quite simply, to wash it all inte
the ocean. Until we came® along, nature's ehief
agent in this sizable job wns the Misslsaippd
River system. Meon have simply short circuited &
flock of eenturies and hastenéd the day of the
Inevitmble desert. Before the Mississisppd Valler
mets the fate which haa evertaken Mesopotamia
and North Afriea, nature will eepse to roquire the
services of e many men as are now engaged in
afding the dstruction of this continent. The time
is in historical sight whon onr people will bhaneh
like Barnzcles along the ccasts and derive their
living from the salt water of the deep blue sen.”

We would conecede the point, here, had we no
fnith in the inherent intellipence of the working
clasa, If we of the LW.W. had no faith in the
warkers, we would close up shop and quit trying
to organize them. But, it s o0r conviction that we
can and will organize them in Revolufionary Im-
distrial Unions, not anly to fight now for more
pay nnd shorter hours, but to take over the indus.
triea and the fand when capitalism is finally com-
pelled to abdicate.
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It is then that the real cause of floods will he
tackled and natore ean and will be harnezsed and
mmde to coase playing her pranks opon us. Bo-
cialized and controlled agriculture amd animal

- grazing and sclontific englneering methads for the

rebemtion of mobelure where it is most needed will
urdo the “short cireuwit”. Thore shonld be no peed
to cluster mlong the seashores. There i8 a remote
poasibiflity that another lee Age may descond upon
us within the next million years or so, bul that
is too far off to worry anyoRe exeepi am incorsi
glble pessimist, The menace of soil crosfon B some-
thing Lo worry about mow.

“What have we 0 do with all this?" some
thoughtless worker will ask., “We don't owm the
itisappearing soil, nor the buzr-ridden shacks that
are swept down the yellow tide," Such an attitude
rominds e of the sfory of the =eaman, who when
called upon fo help man the pumps to keep the
ship from sinking, replied, “1 der*t own the
damned ship, let her sinki™

Here b8 clasa coneciousness perhaps, bot withowt
accial vison. It s pot sufficient merely to be olass
eonaclous. The conaervative labor movement is full
of clas: consciows workers whoe go om  sii-dewn
sirikes and baitle valiantly agabret their common
enemy, the master class, It {& necesanry to have &
breadth of vision that takes im not only what &=
Immedistely apparoat and of ioday, buti alse what
i to be. This iz the distinguishing mark of re
velutionary class consciousness, It develepes a
patriotism that transeonds the pay-trictism of the
maater class and thelr lickspitile lackies.

It is hard for the average workor to vismalkze
the future. His subservience to bourgeaiz leaderskip
and capitalist domination, and the pressure of jm-
mediste need, blonts both imsgination and per-
coption, to the extont that deapite the evidenes,
any picture of what lies just ahead iz complotely
obacured. It ia not sufficient mercly to line him
up im the onien; it b necesaary to awaken in him
the social wiston that is lying dormant in his sub-
copscionanees. Then he will appreckate the social
superbority of the watchword of the 1. W. W.:
“Abolition of the Wage System", as compared
with the motto of the AF. of L. “A fair day'a
wage for n fair day's work”

Meptbers of the LW.W. know that it is the
working class whe suffer the most, weakened as
they are by low pay, uncmployment and bad
warking and living conditions, from the depreds-
tiong of wind and water. As the years roll by and
floods mnd dust storms increase in viclence, our
sufferinge will imerease apace. In our understand-
ing and transeendant patriofizsm we know that it is
gur kand; the land of our descondants, which s
being ruined by planlesa and unserupulous private
exploitation. Though we hold title to not an inch
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of it now, someday we shall own it all in com-
mon, &bd we don't want to appropriate a desert
We know our herilage s being wasted for the
pleasure and profit of the few, mnd will, unless
wo provent it, become another Gobi Desert, across
which dusiy winds will blow from the Alleghanies
0 the Rockies, Even mnew, under the present
Roosevellian planned ecconomy of searcity, there
is mot enoogh to eat, but on such n tomorrow ns
haz heen depieted, the workers will be reduced
o the =statas of ecoolies, roamdng, gaunl, &nd
miscrable victims of & predetory system which has
osutraged and vielated Natare bevond endurance.
Let ux et to work amd organize.

Basic and mnass production irll:llll'l'ﬂfl: nre fally
setinlized: in this eountry, except for ownership
and management, and are ready to be taken over
by the workers. Socialization came about through
inpxorable evolution in spite of private ownership,
and the capitalists could not wndo it if they tried.
It ia their Fronkenstein, Evolution of socialized
cwnership of land lapgped Behind that of mechan.
fxed] Inlustry, but dus to soll depletion, droughts,
top heavy dobt londs, and, in this depresion, io
mortgape foreelosures, the paee of land socializa-
tion has been acceleratod simee 1820, Ownership
af lmnd is being centered in the hands of banks
and insurance companbes, which fits neatly into
the scheme and framewerk of the LW.W. John
Farmer, puzzled nnd wailing for government help,
is falling from bls bhigh edate as a8 member of the
propecty-owning aml labor-expleliting middle ¢lass
and is fast beimg reduced to the siaius of tonant
and day laborer. In spite of Roozevelt who tries
to do a King Kanute against the tides of evelotion,
this depression will not end in ancther wave of
“proaperity’’. John Farmaer, the individonlist, like
the bankers and imdwsirialists 18 deomed to be
swopt mside to make way for the historic era of
aocialization.

The foundirs of the LW. W, knew this when they
framed the preamble. It i+ a masterplece of reas-
oning, based on the ability to see far into the
future—a working document of today and a pro-
pheey of the new socinl order. It gave rise ta the
Indusirinl Chart of the LW.W. Bhowing the struc-
ture of the LW.W. .boilt en & fire, scleniific
ground-work, many stepa ahead of seclalized cap-
italist indwstry. It is o plan for the day, now almost
at hand, whon the prganized workers will tako
charge of the industrdes and the land, and will
operato them n the Interest of the whole instead
of the Intorest of stockholders and Wigh sataried
e xecubives. Emlrlnip.ll.ud workers, Fellow Waorker
John Farmer among them, through their Indus-
irtal Departmonts, will tackbe the problem of pro-
duction and distribobion: and fleod econtrol will
bre taken up at the source of the flood evil, the

March.' 1937

point of eause. War will be declared against sofl
erosion os the true eause of the Yellow Peril

Let us engage in fancies for awhile and vimal-
ize what the Industrinl Unione, throogh thelr cen-
tealized departmental conneelions, will do whoiat
the disease of the sofl, in the Industrial Democrney
af tomorrow. Practical peeple look askance upon
drenmers, but we are going to dream of the highly
praciical, of deing the things which the L.W.W.
wae organized to do.

Let ws envision a great sgricultural scetion,
sbove which we are flving in an afrplane. The nwosi
dexirable and prodwctive =oil hax been planted
with corn, or golden wheat. From high in the nir,
it iz Hikely, the land would look fihe & giant checkor
board of green and gold. The puld would be wav-
ing wheat, and the green, nothing more than plotis
of moisiure retaining mats of grass and shrubbery.
Where the Innd s inelined, or rolling. the p]nl'.u
would be Inld oot in loveled terrmces. At Intervals
thoere woubl b forested plots, that would serve as
wind breéaks. Im addition they would help in the
retention of mobture, amd st the s time wookd
b arborea]l harbors for wild birds, nataral enemios
of destructive inserts, Brooks, carrying cxeess rumn.
off of rain water, thelr channels aafficiently wide
and with well dyked banks, would flow throogh
the land om their way to the river. Here and thero,
gleaming silvery In the sun, haunta of bass and
plekerel, are lakes, whose beds were former plowed
land, and whose shores nre lined with trees. Boom-
ing en overkend, we see, in the distance, s smsll
aity of beamtifol homes, and workshops for the
maintenances snd repair of modern farm mn-
chinory. Here is the headquarters of the Tndesirial
Digtrict Council of Apricultural Workers Indus-
trinl Uniom, No. 110,

Wo pasa over amd beyomd the town., What ia
this we see below ns? Ah! Animated pork chops
and hams, happily wallowing and rooting in the
dirt, We fly over an expanso of green that reaches
to the horizon. It is a plain of rich baffale grass;
apon which thonsanda of hend of sheep and enttle
are grasing. Their number por aquare mile of graz-
ing land has been scientifically determined, and
they are sleck and happy, It i their destiny to fur-
nigh an abundance of chopa and T-bope stenks to
the teeming Industrial Workera of the ekties and
non-grazing mreas,

Hazy in the parple distance are tree glad hills,
the foot hills of lofiy moantains bevond, Soom we
are ovoer them amd pass nbove nnother small eity.
It &= the regional headquarters af Lomber Work-
ers Industrin]l Union, Moo 120 and perhaps, also,
af LU, No. 140, whose members engage in furs
nishing seedlings for reforesteation and the distrib-
otlon of florn]l prodocts.

Passlng beyvond the foothills we ecome over the
mountaing. Here and there are glant dama, some
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of them onder construction, some of them com-
pleted and holding back millions of gallona of
mlted snow and lee from peaks and glaciers high
above timber ling, We fly above a modern camp,
or perhapa it iz a city of palace trallers. Hore is
the temporary domain of General Constroction
Workers Union Mo, 310,

It i5 a bemutifol pleture we have envisioned, and
it Iz a pleture that must be completed before the
ficod moenace j& aalved, It is o =zocinl patlerm that
only industrial organization can handle. The cenft
unions, if forced to take over the Industries, would
e kopelessly handicipped at the simrd, becaoss
of their jurisdictional and ceaft separation strame-
ELrs,

We have envisioned the evolotlon of the LW W,
from s Revolutlonary Indestrial Union, into a

e

Tem
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—

Workera Regime, an Industrisl Demoeracy, the
now society that has ovolved from within the shell
of the old, Thiz is worth fghting for, deapite all
ostracism, bincklists, police ¢lubs, ballpens and
dungrons—and it is the only sare core, se far
advanced, for the ¢liminntion of floods and dust
storms. When this pleture B completed, flood
waters will be back inm their natural environment,
jrunranleeing to the sem his chance ta  Father
moisture for normol eloud making and precipita-
tion. Nature agsin will be in balapce; an abon-
ianee of the good things of life will be her re-
ward to an emancipated working class; and severo
drovughia and floods will be subjects omly for
historien]l stwdy.

“By organizing Industrially, we are forming the
structare of the new socicty within the shel]l of
the old."
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Hot Stuff

By IXION

"Twas only an Irish longshoreman's dream—

but they played horseshoes and won anyway.

The scaba were lining up along the deck to tns
lond a ship onder puard. The bulls were there
and the yellow-legs were coming, Striking Patrick
Meiinthy was there, too—and resddy for “em, so
fie aafd to hims=clf as he squnted his shoualders,
belligerently threw out his chest and took & two-
fisted heave nt his belt, with emphasis on “ready.”
He, Pat MeGinthy, would show "em how a single
muan with brains and guis could stop the whole
works if . proporly implemented,  “Properly im-
plemented” was a six-bit combination word he had
learned from the Great Engineer, wyou kpow,
'Exbert "Cover, the former Englizsh Prestdent of
the United States,

Froperly implemented? Patly was that if any.
bady was. Around his walst under his clothing
was strapped the thing that ecould fix 'em, and
would ab Pat's command stop all this nonsense of
veorkingmen seabhing working men off the Earth,

!mpiumt'utctl was the good waord, wll r.ig':h.l:. It
was o machine that Pat had onder his clothing, of
wonderful construction. Pat's own invention it
was, il invention it ean be celled to so improve
an already existing machine thst it was & thou-
gand times more powerful snd a thousand times
more perfectly under conteol, And that wns just
what Pat had done to what the medical profession
waz pleased to call a fever machime, Made in
seerecy by Pat hima=lf, only he knew of its
exislenced.

And ‘here be was—if the bulls enly knew of ks
oxistence, they would be gquaking in thelr boots,
mused Pat. Master of the situation? He'd show
‘e damned soon that he was,

By slow unohstryctive manesovering he got hin-
solf inte a position from which he commanded an
unobstructed view wp and dewn the aoek. Now
for & try-out—buat op what? Hah! the ship. In-
doeed, what could be more fitting than it, the larg-
eat and most obwious object in s3ght, less than a
block distant.

Pat put his fingers Into the watch pocket of his
jeans and brought forth a smnll piece of rubber
tubipg attached to the end of an clectric wive, It
looked something like the funnel-shaped thing one
sees at the end of a doctor's atethoscope. He
shielded it within hiz hand az he brought it out,
aud fingered it while he mused on his owm clover-
nesa in bringing i out through there: mnoe bull
could nt a distanee tell whether he waz merely
playing with his watech or what. Mot that it mat-
tered besause he could fix any bull any thme and
in o jiffy.
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Pretiy clever that and all of it: because by
hooking his left hand kind of eareless like in his
belt, where he had had the good scnso to place
the contral buttons, he could send oot and cut of
the pewerful heat induweing electric wawves,

MNow faor the dirty work. On went the cureent,
Ard sure, said Pat to hinself, the results are
pleasing apd far excending evon my very fondest
hepes, The very instant the rays hit it. the ship
waz gone with nothing bot the smell of barnt
paint bt remiind one that it had been there. The
water in the bay was boiling. A couple of scabs
tricking gear up n gnngplank fell inte the bailine
water and died instantly.

A fing slght for sore eyes, said Pat to himsclf,
How If only the Irish had bad o mechine like this
one in the battle of the Boiling Water, Treland's
histery deould be different to this day. It was &
fine sight for sore eyes sure cnough,

The acabe and bulls on the deoek hadn't even
noticed it yet. It all happened too quick for "em.

Pat burst out in a big merry laugh. Tho bl
fat bull nearest him, thinking he was the object
aof mirth and resenting i, started for Pat in an
angry mood, club in hand. Sl laughing, Pat
touched the “easy button.” He wanted to have
a bit of fun with the copper before fixing him
Tor good. 8o he pointed the little tube at the fat
bull'a belt buckle. Agmin the results were sur-
prising, The minute the rays hit him, the bull
dropped hiz elub and started welling blue murder,
the while clawing at the belt buckle to keep it
from scorching hiz belly button. Laughing, Pat
ghit off the current and watched the bull do a two
hundred and fifty pound light fantastle. As the
bull's hip pockets came inte view there were some
mare groat results when Pat turned the rays on
again, In one pocket was a gun, in the other
handeuffs.  Grand  sight that. Cartridges ox-
plrted by the heat, sent their bullets plowing
downward through the bull's sedentarily excreiscd
and overdeveloped rear midship section before the
gun and handeuffs got hot enough to burm their
way theough leather holsters and eboth nnd fall to
the ground. The bull's belt lond of temr gas bombs
and spure cartridges were popping all over the
outside of the up-and-lown-stepping, blinded,
sereaming hunk of blubber,

Pot Ilnoghed se hard, the tears were rolling
down his cheeks, Through the mist of the tears
of joy Pat spied some of the scabs lavghing also—
they saw the show but didn’t know what had
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caasd the actor to perform, or they might not
have stayed to laugh. To see the scabs laughing,
was too much for Patty MceGinthy, It iz ane thing
to provide amiusement for honest folks such as
striking longabhoremen, their sympathisers and the
like—buat seabs! Whurra!! The little tube was
quickly pointed at them, and this time the high
PrEEUre Was omn,

Most of the senbs weore leaning on their empty
trucks which instantly became so hot that they
burned their way through the deck flooring and
fell inte the bay dragging the scabs with them. A
couple were sitting on a kg cast atee!l hawser bit
—down they wont bit and all inta the drink.

Zaid Pat to himself; Never a {iner bunch of
scabs have [ seen than the ones now {lonting in
the bay, and may they boil and drown both, and
ray the only seabbing the likes of them ever do,
be for old Dove Jones.

Bulls and scabs were drifting on the bailing tide
of the bay. Again Pat's mind wandered back 1o
old Ireland and whai Ireland’s history might have
been had Brian Bora had a machine like he, Pat-
rick MeGinthey, had.

A truckload of militin mon was just entering
the dock. Pat oyed thom with cocksure triumphe
ant hatred in his oyes, They'd bo ensy. Pat
pu.hed the “easy botton' and gave them a cursory
apray. The first thing to go was the gas tank, in
a nmice flashy bamst. Mext went the thres. 0Of
course, being soldiers, a little thing like & big
truck blowing up ander them dide't stop that
buneh. After picking themsebros up from various
pirts of the sconery thoy started to get together
thelr war paraphernalin, Down the emply dock
they eamo deapging fripods, machine guns, riot
Funs, cartridpe cascs and what net.

Damn the eounter hopping yellow loga! Don't
they knmow when they are woll off? Can"t they
take n warning and go home instesd of staying
hore helping to starve and elob and shoot other
working men ouk of their houses and homes?
Well, if they can't, they just ean't, that’s ail. 111
have to fix them proper too, said Pat to himself.

Wall in the lead of the rest came n militin man
hugging & mechine gun to his bosom. Pai gave
him the ray., ANl n sudden he gave out an awful
welp and let go of the machine gun. The almoat
melting gun feil :i,ghl acrosa his toes and instantly

burned them off back te the instep. Such a lot of
yelling antil the ambulance cami and picked him
up, you mever heard in your Mife.

That's ané of "em put out for good withour kill-
ing him, mused Pat. Why the holl didn®t he stay
out of the militia? If he had, this wounld never
have happened to him anyway, He's ont of the
yellow Jqp for good now though, and it is somw-
what doubtful if he'll ever make a good countor
jomper again—a man can't very well be on his
tees when he ain't got any.

Tramn them guys, can't they take a hint a tall?
Still coming on, adragging their ataff. And they
got some awflul bad stuff thers for a peor striker
Well, two warningz is all they mighi et They ve
had their chance. If they won't take a kini, they
won'k. So here goos, Op went the ray full hlast,
Up went handgrenades, poison gus containers, ma-
chine and riot gun ecartridges by the thousands,
big brass shells for field pieces; nnd vellow logs
in one big noisy stinking mess.

Not n militia man beft! Not n bit of war mn-
tertal left! Fine work, Pat MoGinthy fine wark,
mused Pat as he sarveyed the damape and men-
tally patied himzelf on the back, you sure fixed
that bunch, But phew! how that poisen pas does
stink phew! phow!!!

Just then Pat woke up and stared sround him
bewilderedly. The evil small came from uwnder
the old pieee of tarpaulin he had theown over him-
zolf to ward off the chill scean broezs when he
flattened out on the plank back of the signboard
to take n little snooze while on picket duty. As
ke took in the situation, and his mind cleared of
the dream tranee, Pat muombied to himaelf, “All
ia sure guiet on the western front.'”

The other picketz wore playing herseskoos. The
clink, elink of the shooz hitting against the pegs
rosched his cars. Pat threw the tarpaulin back.
Phew! the old gut i= il rumbling. Breans for
breakfnst = anre an awlol thing, Sittiag up, he
stretched himself and started to feel his pockets
for m smoke. The smoke lit, he oved the horse-
show players for a while,

The players eyed him back between throws
“Have a good snooze, Pat?" shouted one of them.

“Tg be sure,”" said Pat, o bit disgusted with
reallity, “move over thers onte you guys and let
a man of action get into the game.”
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KFrench Labor

By JOSEPH WAGNER, of the LW.W. Committee on World Relations

What prospect is there of French labor insisting on intervention in

Spain?

What was the driving force back of last year's sit-down strikes?
Why has a country with such a militant working class adopted com-

pulsory arbitration?

A recognized authority on European labor movements deals with

thess important questions.

The latter part of May, 1938, the world was
startlod by an epidemic of strikes in all industrics
all over France. Unexpectedly and spontanecusly
millions of workers had revolted ngainst unbear-
able conditions which had been continually and
gradually worsening ever sinee the World War,
undermining and demoralizing the spirit of that
once proud, militant, and revelutionary French
proletariat.

The amazement of the world was due mot so
mueh to the soddenness and the extent of the
strikes, ms to the new methods adopted and em-
ployed by the atrikers. "Striking on the job" was
put imte effect on an unprecedently large sealo
and with telling effect.

Tho workerz came to the decision that the mean=
of production were no longer to be considered as
the exclusive property of the masters, but that
they by right belonged sz much, or even more, to
the workers whose lives and well being depended
on these instromenta of production and distribu-
tion; for, without the workers induostry could not
exiat, and, without necess to industry, the working
class would perish, So the strikers had decided that
in that fight, instead of abandoning the struck
factories, shops, mines, railroads, department
stores, ebe, they were going to remaln in them,
and make themselves at home in them until the
termination of the conflict. “La Greve sur Lo Tos®
{(striking on the job) was maintained throughout
their extensive struggle.

To be sure, the “new' method employed by the
French strikers, was not altogether mnew. The
LW.W. has propagated and practiced the principle
of “striking on the job" ever since it was first or-
ganized, The French syndicalista themselves prace
theed it ocensionally even before the birth of the
LW.W. And in America, too, the WPA workera
have been indulging in it sporadically for the last
few years. But it was the strikes of May-June,
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1958, i France, that definitely fixed the “ait-
down sitrike” as a regular weapon in the srmory
of the working class,

By this departure from the ordinary, the steikes
in France becamo first page news for the capitalist

A group of victorious sailors eelebrat-
g oon the docks of Marseilles after their
git-down strike had won them the f0-hour
week with an increase in wages in June
of logt year,
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press of the world, Well known correspondents
wrobe the strikes wp as “foreign news'", and the
Brass Check press thos unwittingly spread the idea
among workers of all lands. The idea was faken
up everywhere, even in thess United States s wao
just witnessod in the Genernl Motors strike. This
wieapen has no legel standing as yel; on the con-
trary, politicians and jurists seem te be unanimows
in outlawing it az a breach of the azcrosanct right
of capitalist property. Ewven the French Popuolar
Front composed of comimunist, sockalist, and radical
bonrgenis parti=s, and {ts government headed by
comrade Leon Blum, have declarved “sitting steikes™
illegal, to be resisted by all the forees of the
Eovernment.

But, what of it? Have net peaceful strikes anc
pickoting been comsidered llesal for ecentories?
They eame to b tolernted only when and where
the workers were able to muster soffieiont foree
to assert their “rights'.

Waz the strike a succesa? The answer depends on
wha answers it The sirikes did et aim at re-
volutipnary objectives, they were an exploston of
the discontent of the mazses. The demands have
all been granted and these éxceeded by far the
expectations of the leaders of the labor uniens,
who, by the way, had noe responsibility in starting
these girikes. Briefly the gains were:

l.—Collective bargaining and collective contract:

. —Right of eleeting shop and job delegnties to
represent the workers on the job and to adjust
grievvanees and disputes with their employers; the
cmployers not to fire delegaies on account of thelr
job delegate activities and the delegates o re-
celve their regular wages for time spent negoliat-
ing with the employers or their agents;

.—The 40-hour work week:

4—Vaeutionz with full pay;

bo—Inerease in wages from 7 per cent to LG
por cent, the lowest paid workers to vecoive the
largest increase.

To Armcrienn members of the LW.W. thoss at-
tainments will not appenr very imposing and ocer-
tainly not revolutionary; old-time French syndi-
cilistsa appreciate these gains in the same way as
the Waobblies would, Furthermore they eonfend
that the enforeemont of these guins will depend
ontirely on the strength of organization and the
prossure workers will be able to exeri, that other-
wise the gains will be lost or forgotten, That
these fears are jostificd will appear later in this
artiele.

These same revolgtionary anionists, hawever,
unaniowusly agree that the strikes were n great
victory for the working class, quite apart from the
guins enumeratid above, The working class of
Frovee has re-dizeoversd itzelf, it has regained itz
former solf-relinnee and besides it forged for itzell
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a new, officient weapon, which it will never ve-
linguish, and therefore it §s remdy to go pleces.
Mot aslnee 1906, when afier two yemrs preparation
the eight-hour day was won by great atragigles,
ineluding several general strikes, have the masdies
of the French workers manifested such militancey,

It should be understood that the strikes of lasi
yoar were not planncd, or called by the unions
through their ragular channels. Most of the lendiers
of the unbons were at the time engrossed with the
political achemes of the Papular Front which had
just won out in the olections and was busy form-
ing s own government. Strikes of any magnitude
would have embarrazsed thelr palitical business,
Emnll strikes broke out spontanecusly fn different
parts of the coontry, and the time being rvipe for
it—=the workers” dizzatisfaction having reached its
climax—these small atrikes spremd. The movement
pobt beyond the contrel of the union legudeia—
gimee the bulk of the striking workers wore not
mombera of the unions=and it beenme general
The masses not only took possossion of the fndus-
trial establishmenta of Franee, but of the unions
as well, They flocked into the wvnions zo [a=i that
in o few months the membership of the Genaeral
Confederation of Labor increased from one million
to five million members,

. =
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The reasen why the masses had kept away from
the unicns i3 a long story and wo con give only
& few brief details. Up to the Workl War, the
French Confederation of Labor (C.G.T.) was the
outstanding revelationary working class organiza-
iion of the world. It was one of the soarces of
inspiration for the founders of the LW.W. It was
also metively anti-militarist. It commanided the
respect and loyalty of the great majority of work-
ers of France wheiher union member: or not. It
was a power of the first magnitude in France.

On the eve of the World War the C.G.T. pro-
posed to the German Trade Unions that a genernl
sirike be palled in France and Geormany to prevent
mobilization and war. The proposal wos coldly
turned down, “When the Fatherland iz at war, the
German worker is a Germam first of all" was the
apawer, As p reaction to this many of the in-
fluentinl lenders of the CALT. became favorable
ta defending their country against invasion and
from then on they filled somewhat the same role
for the French governmant that the AF.L. did for
the Wilsen administration. The best militants, those
who remalned true to their anti-war prineiples
were jailed or sent to the fromt line trenches to be
murdered. By the tactica of class collaboration amnd
with the aid of the government the C.G.T. grew
namericaily, but its primeiples got diluted and its
morale weakoned, losing itz former militant, re-
volutionary charactér. The leaders thereafier no
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lenger relied on the organized strength and com-
bativeness of thoe membership, but rather on
bickering with politiclans, with the governmont and
with the Labour Burean of the Leapue of Nations.

After the war, communism los, appeared, creat-
ing the usual confusion in the ranks, and after a
couple of years of bitter internal struggle the
C.G.T. split into two separmte confederations
(C.G.T. and C.G.T.U.), the latter affilinted with
the Hed Internationnl followlng the well Known
zig-zag linea laid down by Moscow, The other (af-
filiated with the LF.T.U.) became more and MGre
refarmistic and eloser to the socinlist and radical
bourgeois political partics. and clifques,

For sixtern years the main activity of the two
confederations consisted of fighting each other,
Strikes under the reformist C.G.T. were generally
dizrupted by communists, injecting their senspless
slogans such as, “Hands of China" ete. and bitter-
ly attacking the people in charge of strikes, thus
creating distrust and defeatism in the midst of
strikes. After m strike would be losk or ended with
doubtful suceess, as the result, at least in part,
of =uch meddling, the communists would pas that
@z fresh argumenis of the treachery of the “so-
cinl-fascist' leaders.

On the sther hand, the communizts kept on call-
ing “political general strikes” in rapid succession
until their movement bhecame an ul:.jp.;-t of con-
tempt and ridicule with the great mass of work.
ers. The labor world was thus kept constantly
irritated and disgusted with thesc senseless fights
and meaningless strikes, That is why workers, in
ever ineréasing numbers, wore dropping away
from the unions and their activitios.

Un mecoonnt of the fight between the two fod.
erntions, several large indestrinl wnion federations
pulled out of them and remained sutonomens. R
sides, the anarcho-syndicalists, feeling at home in
neither of the above groupimges, forsed their swn
Confederation, the O G. 7.5 R {Revolotionars
Syndienlizt General Confederation of Labor) and
affilinted with the I.W.M.A.

The membership of the tws eonfedorations
dwindled and their influence on the working elass
approached the vanishing point. The emploving
class thus got a free hand to deal s it liked with
its slaves, and used this unserupulously over the
weakened proletaring,

The French workers are akin in mental make:
up b Spanish workers: ns a rule they are class-
conigeious amd have a high sense of class solidari-
ty. They finally grew tired of their miserable
conditions; tired of waiting for the two confeder.
ntionz la be done with theds IHIJl'.I!I:I“}' EXtOTminne -
ing struggle and to agmin take the lead, as formor-
Iy, in their struggle against the masters. Thew
began i bring pressure from the outside sn the
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A follower of faseizt Colonel de lo
Roeque gets it on the chin as a fazeist
maendee i routed by Popular Front sup-
porters o a fight that swept o purported-
fy radical government into i f i,

unjons to quit thelr foolishness and create a wnit-
ed labor movement, Tnvited to meetings, non-
tembers wore able to oxort this Pressure.  So
sttong became the pressure that in Epite of parat
bitter struggles, a Unity Convention was held in
January, 1936, and the two confederntions and
the autonomoeus federntions merged inke & slngle
body and affilintcd with the LF.T.U. The an-
archo-symdlealist C.G.T.8.R. remained out of the
THETEeE.

» [ ]
[ ]

With unity accamplished it appenred that a new
irn would begin for French labor. But another
difficolty got in the way., Due to the danger of
& fascial coup, an agroement was sstablished be-
tween the seclallst and communist parties, to dejee
back the fascist mitacks., Later this wns enlarged
to take in the left-liberal bourgeois parties and
establish what iz known ms the Popular Frond
Just before the strikes we are conaldering, the
Fopular Front won a majority in the French par-
linment and proceeded to form & goveroment with
the Soclalist leader, Leon Blum, as the chief

Even before the new governmont could began
to function the “sltdown® strikes broke out, Mosi
of thoe important officials of the C.G.T. are mem-
bers of aither the SBocialist or Communist parties
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and as they were busy with politien] echeming aml
log-rolling, an extensive strike movement was very
incomvenient and greatly embarrassed them.

The workers, however, senced - that that  was
preciely the opportune time to strike. The Pop
olar Front pgovernment, just eome Inkte  power,
could have hardly afforded to uwse the army of
the Garde Mobile agminst the sirikers. They were
liﬂ:hl. Instead, the povernment atepmped in of fer-
ing its pood offices for medisting peace “among
all elmases,” as Blom eald. The soectalist and com-
munist officiala of the wniomz got bosy inside the
unions te dampen the spirit of the workers and
1] pErHulﬂr: thiem ngainat “unrenzonzhle” demands
and to lessen the effects of the strikes. With the
aid of the povernmont, compromises were offect-
o, and semo temporary agrecments doawn o up
Detnils were to be softled later by negotintion and
arhitralion,

Hore is where trouble staris anew.  Asbitration
has besn in bhad répute with the French workers
for as far back ar we can remember. Traditional
direet actionlsts, they are susplolous even of vol.
untary arbitration, In the settlemaent of last wear's
strike it wes iried snd it did not work, Ti ap-
pears that the workers accepting it always got the
short end. Consequently, sit-down strikes broke
ont afresh in places where disputes were thought
of ne settled, The zociallst Minkter of Interior,
Salengroe, lost his patience and threztened %o
throw the striking comrades out of the factories
by military force.

Voluntary arbitration systems not filling the hill,
the soclalt-communisl government passed a com-
paleory nrbitration law, As with all laws pertain-
ing to labor relations, this, too, i= vapue, In of.
Teek it says, that if an agreement cannot be reach-
el between the workers and employers, nnd they
cannot agree as to & supreme arbiter, the govern.
ment shall appoint the arbiteator, and the finding
of that gentleman shall be binding on both parties
to the dispute. Blum blames the necessity for
thiz law on the stubboroesz of the cmployers and
wanta the workers to think that the law §s passed
as a faver to them. He alse hint= that as long
az ke 8 the povernment chief, the arbliter will be
& member of the C.G.T, But how abont when the

communiet-aecinliat government of Blum will be
followed by & rveactionnry goveramoent? What
kind of arbiters will & conservative government
appoint to render binding awarda in labor dis-
putee?  There s plenty of dissatisfaction and ur-
mail around this business, and plenty of opposi-
than. Blum will find that the French workers are
Just ma wnykelding In the matter a8 the employers.

L w
L]

There is nlso ngreat denl of dizseailefaction with
the way the gpevernment is netlng towards the
Spaniah Ffight against the fascist invesion. In
aptte of the HLrEer af the different groups of
unions imto one, the old fight i continuling just
nx bitterly as ever before, The mazacz were able
to exert pressare on the two conflederations from
the outside. They got inside bat there they find
the fight wnequal with the politicians entrenched
in sirategic functions of fhe unfons: The mass
pays its dues but lts wiskhes are defeated by the
wiorll oiled maching.

And here we revert to the affilinte of the LW,
M.A., the anarcho-syndicalist C.G.T.5.H. For
yoars past it was a small organization composed
moaily of dogmatie anarchisis.  Before the Unily
Convention, syndicalists of differoni schools could
find place for themselves in the two confedera-
tiohz and in the automomoos: anions I dissntis-
fied with the one, he could transfor hiz allegianee
to the other goup amd not have to join with the
sectarian anarche-syndiealists,  But  ginee uonity
Whs lm:nm]'rl:ilh:d. the =ame political clique is rul-
ing the ecatire sutfit. Therefore, it iz expoeted
that hereafter lanee numberz of dissatiaficd CG.T.
members will fleck to the CAG.T.5R. whose pres-
tige incrensed greatly among the French workers
on account of it= close conmection with the CXN.T.
of Bpain. With new clements entoring it, it wil!
soon lose its exclusively anarchist charncieristic,
and there i3 a good chanee that it will eveninally
play the same role in France az the C.N.T. In
Spain, with the C.G.T. in the role of the U.G.T.
for the great body of the French working class
will mot long allow politicinns o rale their econ-
omic orgnnization, nor lead it into the rut of par-
lamentary politice.

Ruveesn
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On Labor's Back

By TOIVO HALONEN

Will labor permit Largo Caballero and John L. Lewis to develop their
careers in the manner of Mussolini and McDonald?

Or will labor be able to adopt the policy of Louls

Blangui {who

when asked if he was out to overthrow a cabinet of dublous “progres-
sives,” said: “No, we want only to lock the door after them!™

Quite u number of men using libor umions ==
stepping stones, have raized themsclves to posi-
tlong of prominence in their ewn couniry, and to
world-wide renown. The careers of many of them
deserve painstaking stody because in their snecess
storics may, perhaps, be found the answer to the
vitm] question:

Can the workers depend on lenders?

Turning to Spain, we find Frapcisco Largo Ca-
ballera, premier of the loyalist government, whao
waz born in 1870 in the miserable sorroondings
of the Bpanizh peasant. Later he ran away fo
Mndrid, where he enrned hiz living a8 a comman
pick and shovel laborer. A onlon of Bailding
Waorkers wnz orpanized in 1890 with Largs, then
a vouth of 20, pg one of the orgmnizers. 1t was
then that ke learned to read and write.

He became a sineere but buoreaveratic |labor
leader. He eptered the peneral steike of 1917
whole-heartedly and was sentenced to fabl for Hfe.
Beeause of his popularity, he was =00n sei froo
and made & member of the Council of State by
Dietator De Rivers.

In the 1931 Spanish Revolution, when King Al-
fonse left Bpain Caballers became the Mindster
of Labor. It waz while in these official positions
thnt he used hiz influence and power in clamping
down on the telephone and pert strikes, both of
which were initimted by the syndicalist=

AL the age of 62 Largo Caballero began remcl-
ing Marx and Lenin, In the revolt of the workers
of Austuriazs, October 1934, he was arrestod and
charged with plotking to overthrow the govern-
ment. Agnin he was freed, and failing to note that
workers are always weakenod by any allinnee with
capitalist olements, he initinted s Peoples' Front.

In February, 1836, the Popular Front came in-
to power, with Franelseo Large Caballero az pro-
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mier. He has “arrived,” bot so has General Fran-
co and his fazcists, The outcome 12 =till onsetibed,

In England there fz Ramsay Mclonnld, who be-
came anti-labar Prime Minister of England from
1920 to 1935, Born Oetober 12, 18686, he learned
hiz Socinlist ideax in London, where he lived wvory
preenvicosly by writing for the local newspapers.

Wearing 8 conspicuous red tie, MeDonald spoke
an the strect corners of London and took part in
many radleal debates. He was secreiary of the
Labour Party from 1900 to 1912, and served in
the House aof Commons in 19046,

MeDonald®s star rose rapidly after thiz, and he
wns successively chairman of the Independent
Labour Party 1808-08, leader of the Labour Party
1011-14, He also was for some time editer of the
“Soelalizt Library” and the “Socinlist Review."

During the world war he waz far-sighted enongh
to build up a future reputation ss a pacifist, at the
cont of a temporary handicap in his political ca-
piver. Thuz in 1922 he became the Labonr Party
Leader of Hiz Majesiy's Opposition, and for a
brief while, in 1023-4, was thos shoved up to be-
come Prime Ministor. The 1826 Goneral Strike
provided a further opportunity io establish his
concern for respectabllity as greater than any so-
lieitade for the working class, Again in 1929 with
the vietory of the Labour Party at the polls;, he
hecmme Prime Minister onee more, Under his
leadership doles wore cot, the wages of govern-
ment employes were cut, and his concern for the
workers in Britizsh eolonles wes shown by the
shooting down of strikers in India. Afiter Aogust
of 18381, though he had lost his labor party sap-
port, he continued in office just the same as Prime
Minister and Lord of the Treasury. Labor had
carvied him so far that be could be n politician
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in thoe highest office in the land, even without tho
support of the workers whe bhad put him thoro.

® ® &

Muossolind, ene of the bulwarks of Fasclsm to-
d=y, enee was o Socinlist. Eorn in 1533 of md-
ical parents, he roeofved a good cdueatiom. After
attending & years of Normal school, ke went to
Switzerland where he became & radbcal and was
expelled from fwo canlons  Maossolini returned
te Iialy io serve in the army,

In 1913 he became the editor of the “Avanti,”
the dafily 2ocialist paper publisked in Milan. Due-
ing 1914, at the beginning of the Warld War,
Mussolini was boosting war. For this reason he
waz expelled from the Secialists, In the same year
he ereated kis Faseisii,

In the following years wp to 1919, the Socinlista
gnined control of the Ialian legislature. There
wore  goeatl  rablway, telephone and  telegraph
strikes called by the Syndiealists. Mussolini ond
his Fascists fought apaipst these strikes and did
all im their power to seab and break the sirikes.
This, of course, put him In kigh faver with the
Ttakan capitallsts.

Tt should be moted that in 1920 thoe railway
workers refused to move teaime earrying soldicrs,
polleemen, and sometimes even the clergy were
nat allowed b0 ride the trains. In September of
that year the Ttalinn motal workess began cccapy-
ing factories.

An cubgrowth of these sitikes was a bloody riot
of Faseista in Bologna.  In 1921 Mussolini entered
the Italian legislathve chambers, and in October,
1922, after his blackshirts marcked on Rome, King
Vietor Emanuel III told him fo form n ministry.
He did so, and made himself Premier of the Coun-
gil ard officer on interior and forelgn affairs

Thus Mussolinf recsived his education in the
radiea]l movements of Italy, turned rencgnde, and
within 10 years beeame the Fnselst dictater of
Ttaly.

. & W

Im Amertea John L. Lewis enjova a high degree
of prominence, becnuse of hiz control over the
United Mine Workera of America, nnd more ree-
ontly over the Committes on Tndustelsl Organizs-
tion. He first appearcd on the minlng scone in
Panama, Hlinoks. Here he fired gnined notoriety
when the tressary of the local union was rabbed
and Lewis was blamed for it

To get rid of Lowls, Johin H. Walker, presidont
of DHsteiet 12, UMW.AL told Sam Gempers o
give Lewis a job. So he was given a job erganiz-
ing steel workers, in which be was quite soecess-
ful. John L. was then taken off tho A, F. of L.
payroll and given a job ss business mannger of
the TLMLW.A. Journal,

Bigheeunm

Duaring the World War, White, then president
of the TRM.W.A., left for Eureps on n comenis-
sion for the government. Lewis became viee
presbhlent and socecssfully connbved to  become
president of the United Mine Workers in 1017,

The sell-outs of labor by Lewis are numerous
In the coal miners’ sirike of 1920, the famous
Dougherty Injunction was wsed against the min-
ers, mnd Lewl: plously proclaimed that the wrbon
conld not fight the government infumction. His
grealext betrayal was in 1922 when 00,000 work-
ers were oaf, and things leoked bad for the UM,
WA BELOOD unorgmnized miners in Western
Fenneylvania ecame oot and torded the tide In
favor of the onien,

Jobe L. Lewis then signed National and Dis
trici agreements, making no provisions for the
loynl miners outalde the UM W.A. These minors
continued to strike for scvernl monthe without
aid and were finnlly starved and beaten into sub-
missiom,

Dhuring the life of the NRA,. Léwis hecame labor
advisor for F. DL . Sensing the Mew Deal's need
for well-eo fled wnlons of mass pecdustion
workers, ho-protended to fight for Indestrial Un-
forism in the A. F. of L. conventions at San Frane
ciseo anmd Atlsstle Cily, Out of this grew the
C.1L.0,

The workers of the UM W.A. Bave brought
Lewis quite n way from the life of a coal miner,
His $12,000 yoarly salary aticsts to thop fact, Tt
isn't every miner that has a Cadillac ¥-12 and a
chauffour to boot!

But John is not yet coentent, and who knows io
what extent he will use the U.M.W. A, and the
GO o satisfy his ego.

In the case of Caballero, Muassolini; and MceDon-
all, we find that the capitalisis greeted thekr rise
with opeti arms becasse they oxerted o great
pawer over the mbsses of workers whom capital-
ists must kold in submission to retain tholr ewn
poWET,

Dur conclusion may not be entirely justified,
but there t2 some evidence to indicate that not a
few of the sueccessful Inbor lenders, and thoss siill
aspiring to attain success, deliberately set out io
gakn the confidence of working people in order that
they may appear before the eapltallst rulers sdith
something in their kanda that they may offer in
teade for a position of power mnd glory,

We heailate to believe that Jokr L. Lewis will
suceecd in roncking the top, but who ean douht
that what he has in mind is the control of the
workers in the mass production industries, sa that
he may have something with which to bargain
with the barons of American industry, for the
greater glary of Jobhn L. Lewis
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Women in the

Labor Movement

That the fighting apirit of Mother Jones, best man in many a
coal miners’ battle, persists in the women of today, iz shown by
the women's brigade in Flint (shown above) and on many a picket
line as well as in the trenches around Madrid.

One of the girls now studving at Work Peoples College to
prepare herself for greater waefulness to the labor movement,
asks why in the face of the facts the old prejudice about “keeping

women in their places"

Though from time immemorial every Influence
has been at work to keep women “in their place,”
hueble and saying litile a8 to what was to bo
dope in this world, women todny in the Inbor
movement are showing the same cournge s tho
pionieer women who fought Indians, planted eorn
ard built kouses. They are doing this not merely
as home bullders, bat az builders of o new sochoty.

Women have boen forced to take their plices in
the factortes, mills, offices, and consequently in
the labor movement. When prodoetion moved
from the home into the faskory, women followsd
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ghould persist in labor organizations.

the economic trend. Woman's plaee in the |lahor
movement is steadily growing as her place in so-
ciety nz an individoal iz beginning to be more
clearly recogmized.

It & not merely in Epain whore women shoul-
der guna &t the zides of their hushanda s fight
back the fascist Inveders, but in all phases of the
struggle of labor against capital that women come
kerolcally to the front. The history of labor is
filled with instances of the courngeous part that
women have played, alike in such armed strugsles
g the Parle Commune. the revolutbonary maove-

:"ﬂl"-"{ll!'!'"



mants in Russis, Finland, Auwstria, Germany and
Hungary of 1904-5 and during and after the
World War, and in the great strikes of America
—ripple Creek and Homestead, Pullman, Luod-
low, and the 1919 steel strike, Hore are o few
significant inztances from rocont FORrE.

The Longwear Manufacturing Company of
Philadelphia hired 45 high school girls for 36 per
woek, Later the ecompany fried to eut even this
wage, but it received & wather shocking surprize
when the girls went out on strike and the whole
factory went out with them. These vicious sweat-
shop owners were under contract to supply army
underwear, =0 after & three-hour tie-up, they
gove in, They agreed to the abolition of plece
work, n minimue wage of $10 per week, recog-
nition of workers" shop commitices, and no dis

g piE A T §

The necdls women asked for an in-
ercase In wages from the 36,00 they were petting
to $22.50, The workers whe had been on strike
offered to go ool again if need be, bot it wesmn’t
necesEary. [he company had learned itz lesson
and granted the increase, Direet action had paid,

eriminption.

In 1933, 1600 miners and théir familics march-
ed at Taylerville, Ill. in the foneral cortnpe of
Mre. Emma Cumerlatio, who was shot by special
deputies while pickeling. Ten state police neted
as an ooweleome escort, During the strike among
the Progressive Mipers who were arrested on the
charge of murdering Bodems, a Peabody punthup,
wrere four women, one of whom wag & BevERLeEn
yvear old girl, These women thoir

wers  domg

{Continued on page 25)

Women are learning that if their children are not to be strangled by the greed
of a system that puts profit before all things, and are not to survive only to become
cannon-fodder for the munitions trust, they, too, must join the battle against the

exploitation of their class,

Tttty
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Murmansk
By A. Yourniek

Last month this seaman described how taking
ship to Ruzsia shortly after the March, 1917, revolu-
tion, the spirit of revolt ashore led to the formation
of a ship's committee aboard their own vessel. As
the result of a dispute to make the captain put on
enough food for the return trip te America, the
American consul at Archangel brought pressure to
have him az a ring leader, left ashore with “the rest
of these people who are stirring up this revolution

Jack and I und two others camic ashore in the
land of the Revolotion to start a new chapler En
aur lives. Some of the crew helped ws get our
hagrage nehore mnd up to the milrend station, The
iraln war making only ftwo trps o day belween
Economy and Archangel, In the siation there
were A fow workers amd some soldiers on leave
poing homwe. The troin was long overdae, nnd
everyone was bosviging the station master. Lade
in the afternoon we were told that there wonld be
no train that day, Something had gone swry
with the emgine. The proond waz eoviered with
new snow, and it waa ten milea to Archangel. We
could put the night in st the station or wmlk. So
wie checked our bapFage with the station master
and took the road

The wind bore dend mpminst us, Halr WAY OVET
v chin &nhd fode began bo freezs. 1 wasa'l
avware of if, but Jack made me gnderstand with
#pne aboot it. 1 robbed znow on the frozen parts
and brought them to Ife agnin. FProm then on
I watehed Juck’s exposed parts and he, mine.

It wasz dusk when we reached Archangel. We
rogistored at the Loca!l Seaman's Home and ook
in the night life of the eity. Next morning we
reglatered sl the proper bureau and were isund
the usual food carde, At the Americnn consgls
wo got whal pay we atil] had coming to us

We dewdled naround town for a couple of days
mare, and took in a soviet meeting wherg the
clectlon of loeal officers was taking pluce, Then
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businesa', as the old man put it.

Thiz meonth he continues his vivid narrative of

revolution and counter-revelution on the fringes of
the MArctic,

Jack and 1 rhipped on the Bawaty, a #mall Ru=-
sinn passenger ship, erstwh’le plying in White Sea
ports and the Zabrletsky Tslands, Mow she had been
iaken over by the customs authorities and was to
lie over for the winter in Murmansk,

Though situated on the Avetie Oeean, Marmansh
|5 an open port the year around. 1t was made indo
n port odily during the war to avold delays in ehig-
ping ammunithon when the harber of Archangel
waz fpoesen over,

After o few davae Jack got B into his head Go
guit. He wanted to give his job to another sailor
whe esulin®t tnlk Ruesian and whoe conseqoently
found it pretty tough to get by,  Jack got off laad
the other fellow didn't get the fob anyway. With
Jack's departore I felt alone. 1 hated to lose him
ng n partner; but | coukdn't =penk the language
pither, &0 1 ztaved,

Wi took on some #ore: and Buonkers and lefi
with the mid of a couple of ice brembers. [t was
the last clesn up and ships that woeren't ready for
departure would have to winter 1§ there, Teward
pvening we reached the open sen, The White Sen
wai Tree from fee though it freezer over in
Jamaaryr.

All the way down te Murmansk we had easy
weather, The days were getting very short, On
oar arrival T was enlled to get ready for my waieh
on deck. It was about eleven in the morning, and
atill dark. At first 1 believed that somebody had
maule n rnistake, buat 1 soon found out that in De-
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They could retarn to the Askold if they wished.
comber and January there are only a coaple of
hours of twilight and the vest of the day that
part of the workd iz flang in darkness.

We lny cut in the stresm for a couple of days
until & berth along =ide the dock could be found,
and then the Sawaty was secorely moorsd for
the winter. We held a crew mecting and decided
to let some of the men go home for a vacation,
and that whon they returmed the others would go.
But the first growp stayed home awaiting the
spring.

Timp passed slowly on board, Nothing could be
done in the line of the ship’s work. There was
hardly any place to go in town., The one movice
show was in the Seamoen's Club, where danees were
alee held eceasionally.

[ was picking uwp Ruosaian fast. Against my
wishes | waa eventually installed as chairman of
the ship's committee. Though the revolution was
astir all over the country, most of the crew weren't
conceened very mmech asbowt #.  Probabiy our
comparative iEolation on this ship tied wp in an
sut of the way town had much to do with thia in-
differcnee.

One Sunday, thoogh, the news was  brought
aboard the Admirnl Ketlinsky had boen shot that
afternoon. He was commander on the cruiser
Askold. It appears that the shooting was done
while the Admiral was leaving a sailor's meeting
where he was called to hear the report of de-
mobilization by two delegates from  Petrograd.
None had =een the deed done, and no one had the
slightest idea of how it could have happened, Most
of us had never heard of Keotlinsky: the chief
engineer, though, scemed o  koow  everything
about him. He told us how good = man this
admiral had been. He waz a liberal and a gpoodd
patriot oven while serving the Tzar. He had
served the Kerensky government falthfolly and
when the Bolsheviki took pewer he declared him-
self ready bo serve the new Hussin, He may have
boen sincere. At loenst he was liked by the Bolshe-
viki and had won the respect of all the Allics.
Through hiz offorts the 5. 5 Dorn was st that
time just & few buopdred miles from Murmansk
taden with foodstuffs zecured from Ameriea, bul
now that he had been killed the ship was recalled,
nnd o whale antion wis to suffor hecause of the
mad act of some fanatic,

Taventydue

MNext morning the local paper snmounced the
tragie assmssination of the admiral, and ealled for
the apprehension of the guiliy =0 that justice might
tnke its course, Mpss mecting: were beld where
locml offieinl: eondemned such actz of individonl
terror, Resolutions wore poussed to leave no stone
unturned, There was much agitation about it for
a while, but nothing came of it

& N .

Later, in the Bussian navy, [ learned more abount
Ketlingky and his =hip the Askold. She was buile
in Germany, and was new when the Homo-fapaneso
war broke ont. Her five fonnela peve her a
formidable appearance. She wap armed with 12
aix Inch guns and others of lesser enlibre. She
could then make 32 knots per hour and wis re-
garded az the world's fastest eruiser. During the
blackade of Port Arthur she broke through the
cordon of Japaness men-of-war all by her lone-
eome, steaming Tull ahead and firing all hor guns
in all directlons,

During the World War zhe waz osed agminst
the Turks at the Dardanelles. Working in between
the two forts during the night she destroyed the
cables between them, while the Turks looked on
hebpleazly, for they conkl not fire on the cruiser
for fear of hitting their own fort, S0 the mission
wis necompliahed without mishap to the Askold.

With the failure of the English military opera-
tiong at the Dardanelles, the cruizer was sent to
France. During hor stay there Russinn revoli-
tiomary exiles of verious shades established com-
mittees to imbue the erew with their particulnr
revolutionary dectrines. These  activities were
soon seented by the higher-ups. Wholesale arresis
were mude, Four of those apprehended woere sen-
toneed to be shot, and the rest, some 160, wore
exiled to Siberis.

It waz through thiz affair that Ketlinsky be-
came commander of the Askold, A special com-
misaion heqded by him was sent to France to in-
veatigate the matter. Al he did, however, was to
whitewash the commander snd the officers and
take the command of the croiser over himzelf.

After a sghort stay in France, the Askold left
for Glazgow, On her way the crew got vid of one
of the stool-pigeons. The helpless fump of bones
and flesh was pitched on the eething fire. Soon
afeer the ashes of the pit and the box were blown
to destroy all traces of the finks disappearance
long before it was found out that he was missing.
Upon the eruiser's srrival in Seotland, another
fink, sick with terror, waz paid off, n thing very
rare in the navies, partieularly in wartime.

The cruiser srrived in Russin doring the March
vevolution. The sentences of the oviginnl erew
woere set aside, and the men in oxile werae froc.
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A few whoe came back were recetved by Rotlinaky
himself, who made n speech of welcome. When
ha l'iniaherl, someone aiked wh}' ke, as & liberal,
didn"t do anything abkout the death zentences -
posed on the four sailors. He replicd that he was
sorry, but st that time couldn't do angthing about
it, buf of eourse, had ke been o membsr of the
eourt, things would have been different. The e
had their own opinion about the Admiral. To
them he was just another unfrustworthy liberal
He was killed by a friond of one of the four
exoeutod men.
AR

To the sailors the assasination of Hetlinsky
was just & case of one admiral less. They wers
confronted with & more immediate problem.
Orders came from Moseow for the sailors’ de-
mshilizatian. Shortly after zzilors began to lenve
the God-forsaken shores of Murmansk where
winter lasta pine months, and Ao green thing lives
exeopt the hardy fovest timber, The daily sight
of nothing but irees and mountains apd water and
smow in an utter darkness relieved only by the
dim MNorthern light geiz ¢n one's norves, and the
soldiers and satlers were eager to leave,

Ome day a group of English deportecs—all
women and children—arpived fn Murnsansk, They
wire total strangers in Husaia, wholly anscquantel
with the Innguage, deported because they were
married to men wha bad onee beon working in
Enginnd. They were treated by the Allies with
groat hostiligy,

I remember espesinlly one woman with a child
of about four yenrs in her arms. Like the others.
ghe had been born in England and her husband
had been working there before the revolution, He
had eome to Russin in March with the intent
aof sending for the child and woeman semetims
later. She hedn't heard from him in six months
but was sure he had gone to his birthplace, Odesea,
That city had pow been eut off from Moseow
by the White Guards and the Germana. 1 warned
her thet she would never reach hov destimation.
Bot the woman wns beside herself., She hod lost
all her belongings. She had left them either on
the ship or on the fint car where the heaviest
baggnge is piled, or perhaps they had been stolon
by the longshoremen. She and the child were loft
with nothing but the few scant things they had
on. Her sereams nttencted the Tatlention of a
Hritish officer who was in charge of the im-
migrants. His name wns Leonard and he spoke
Hussian well. Hoe eamoe up and g'.n.l.l'ﬂ;." tald her
that it was her fault, to fall in with the rest and
go to the station. When she inzisted upon still
leoking for her things, he motioned to a soldier
who pushed her in the linc. | watched her az she
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moved on in the quens with the chilled child cling-
ing elose to her.

About that time I and five others of the crow
decided to guit the Sawaty and join the Kussian
navy. The First of May we came over to report

for duty on the eruiser Askold.

It was Labor's holiday and we tos took part
prHnE

in the celebration. At one the
atopped and we were
addressed by a sailar
from the Askald who
talked aboat the In-
ternabional and other
things, bot it thad
ANGWH, and thix
rround was s|u!h;|.'.
and hard for a foot-
held, =0 we were
glad when the after
noon eame, and we
were treated to oa
good dinner at the
Zailor's Club. In the
evening we pliled in a tughoat which tovk us to the
cruiser,

parada

Time on the Askold was pazsed  plessantly
ensugh. There was a lot of fun for uvs in the
ustaal daily military training beemuse it was some-
thing new, We'd exert ourselves trying to outde
cach oather, and evening would find ws pretty well
tired out. But after the usual stenmbath, whieh
the Russbans had mstalled even on their ships,
wie'd feel all right agaln,

* 3% @

After three weeks some of the boys who had
gone on an expedition to Petehinga reported that
there was a large Britlsh crulser the Cochrane
there. She was armed with nine leeh guns, and
had orders to use them against the Finna and
Germans §if they came too elose.  When our men
had landed in Petchinga they walked ap to & near-
by monastery about which the Finns were aap-
posed 1o be concemtrating, This monsstery was
one of the largest in the far north, though there
was one larger on the Solvictsky [slands, now
used by the Soviet government as n prisen camp.
There they met some {ifty Bed Guards and border
putrals, and wept with them to various lookeut
pests an the front. They dide't have fo wait
long. After a couple of days the pews came 1o
the camp that the Finas weére coming: Immediate-
by they were sent nfter them. The Cochrone was
notified, and when the Finne came close, ghe fired
a few shots, The Finn: dudn’t expect anything
fikke that, and tosk i on the run with eur men
after them. It tarned oot te be a foor race, but
it seema the Finn: were the best ronderz. They
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flung guns and supplies away, which our men
gathered up. When the rumpus was over our
man kil captured ten prisomers, one of whom was
a German officer, whom the British took aboard
the eruiser.

The Finn nttackers had beon led by = monk.
The monks had feared the confiscation of their
property, afid Bnd sent him ta Finkand to get ald
to kold thelr preporty against the revolutionary
governmont. Ho come back with a force adequate
to take it had it not been for the preparntions
made by the Reds during bis abeonce. After this
akirmish the Finna never came back agmin.

With the latter part of May, the villey  smow
commenced to thaw. Military oporationa were
hindered. The Allles in Murmansk were landing
more seldiors daily. Oor forees wero onlarged
and ordered back to the ship, whire we started
peacticing mow with heavier guns. We got & new
commander also, Zilaff. Officers wore no marks
exeopt m plain oniform and cap, but we did call
him commander.

There was a small Russian stemmer plying
between Murmnnsk and the Verde Islamds, which
bolong to Morway. At that time she was the only
Russian ship still on foreign trade, One Supday
the Const Gunard stations rocelved an argent call.
This ahip had aighted a submarine. There was a
shore bmttery where she had anchored, but nobody
conld handle the guess., Murmansk was  some
distance away, and the best that eould be done
wns to send a pair of trawlors. But they could
knock oot enly 10 to 11 knots por howr, and a
few hours woeuld be reguired (o reach the
houndod ship, Meanwhile the submarine eame in
and sank the ship where she was lying at anehor
By the time the trawlers got there the submarine
kad pone leaving lis wrecked wietime bobind, Tt
would be useleas for the trawlers to go prowling
the Arctic Deean for the submarine, They sabmged
what carge they could, took the dead aboard, and
thoas who were still alive, and steamed back to
Murmansk: Scven were dend, others had broken
arma and legs, and aifll other had miner infuries.

It waz a sad day for Murmanak when the
trawlors retarned with their dead. Everybody,
inciuding ua saflovs, tarned eui for the fureral.
The priest conducted the service nt the foot of the
bill. Whkon he had finished wa carricd them to
the tep of the hill and buried them.

All kinds of rumoers circalated regnrding the
submaring incident. The official mport was that
it was & German submarine, Bui Germany was
Eupposed to be at pedce with Russin, and the
sinking of the only Hussiam wessel on the foreign
trade would be of no benefit to Germany and a
lass to Hassia, The unofficial cxplanation was that
the submarine was Britlah,
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Mext Sunday evening when some of our men
had gome nshore to take in & motion pletare at
the Sailor'a Club, they were acecatod by & Tep-
reseniative from headquarters whe informed thons
that m seditious mesting was taking place, and
urged nll sallors present to report for duty ac
once, The men rushed back to the ship, took
rifles and hand grenndes, and with all those wha
were off duty, we hurried ashore. By the time wo
arrived the main speakers had siready been ars
reated, and when the crowd had & good look at
us coming, they dispersed quietly. The arrested
ones were railrond engineers, and they wers sent
[mtor on to ceniral Huosela,

We wore told that these mon were openly call-
ing for a Constitutional Assembly such as the one
that thoe Bolaboviki had dispersed at Petrograd in
Janunry. The same workers who had marehed
in mad and <old on the Fimst of May, applasding
the names of Lenin and Trotsky, and shouting
“Long Live the World Revelution!” were mow,
only six woeks later, boosting for a Comstitutional
Asepmbly. No doubt the British were  gleeful
about ft.

The drive for the division of the Russinn peoplo
was of, Sailors patrolled the town for a couple
of nights, bat nothing happened, The shore patrol
wks quil as no sign of disturbance could bo
dotected, <

Mews of the sinking of the littlo ship had got
to Moscow, and orders were given  that  the
destroyrers take provisbona aboard st onee. There
wire sovornl of these boals moored to their dock
with no crews, Three wore immoedintely com-
missioned, and sailors from our ship and from the
battleship Chesma ook them over omtll  the
repular erew would come aboard,

One day all of us were ordered to & mass meet-
ing ashore. The speaker was Gemeral Poole. Talk-
ing in English, he said:

“L have the bonor of coming before you as the
represintative of the Allied high commandor, All
of y¥ou know the unfortunate situation af your
country. Wo hawven't fergotien what you people
did for us im 1914, It was the sctivity of your
army that compolled the Germans to  withdraw
lnrge forcea from the Western front, which gave
a8 & breathing spell and wirtually saved Paris from
the Huns. Your counfry is mow prosirate and
helpless, and we take it that it's our turn to re-
pAYF YOU i . .

e must first orgunize an Anglo-Fossian divi-
gion, for the opening of the Ripa front. The men
in that division will be paid in English money. Al
equipment will be furnished by ua™

The men were domfounded by Poole’s speeeh,
They had beon promised peoace, but now all sorts
af schémws were drawn up behind the Hnes to harl
them back inte the war on the side of the Allies.
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According to the peace treaty with Germany no
foreign troops wore to be permitted to remain on
Bussian territory. In Murmansk alome thers wore
about 5000 Allied soldiers and three latdle
eryisors rode at anchor in the bay. Germany was
demanding that Russia live up to its agreement.
But the Ruossinn forees were too small to drive
the Allies out, and they weren't inclined to do a0
anyway.

It was n double-dealing, two-faced policy. One
telogram from Moscow would publiely demand
the withdrawn of the Allied troops, and anather
at the same time request their elose co-speration,

Next Sunday morning our ship's commitice was
invited to a meeting ashore, where the matter of
breaking with the contral government in Moscow
would be taken up. Things were coming to a hoad.
When the commitiee returned and gave its e
port to the crew, the chief engineer offered a
resalution against breaking with Moseow. With
this resolution our delegates wont ashore and pro-
sented their instructions to the delepates of the
other ships, and the workers delegntes,

A mass meoting for all the people of Murmmnsk
was called to be held at the house of the Soviets.
It was opened by Yourvey who favored breaking
with Moscow. He stresscd the weak military posi-
tion of our ships and our shore defensen, He
pointed to the Finn sand Gorman dadger that eon-
stantly menseed the workers” homes.  General
Poole made mueh the sume specch as ke had bee
fore, but he now added promises to the civilias
population that fishing boats and nets and other
things would be given them. Next wns a French
man who talked an how France loved Bussie for
the help they had given, but said not a word about
the thousamis of Russinn soldlers dying in  the
African jungles for refuzing te fight any longer.
An Amerienn Marlin spoke too Im the name of
the American conzul at Archangel. Stankevite,
the loenl militin commisaar tosk the flesr In favar
of the Allied propossls. When Yourver put the
question it carried with a large majority. Only
the sailors of the Askold voted against it

At that same time In Kem the Allies were put-
ting three revelutionists, members of the Soaviets,
ngminst the wall to be shot by Serbian soldicrs
under British officers. But of course we in Mur
mansk knew nothing about that or that all the
towns along the Murmansk railway had beon taken
by Allied troops without any opposition. The
same way nz they took the towns around Mue-
mansk, they tricd to take Kem tos, But there
they mot opposition from the feeal soviets which
wore made up of Bolsheviki,

We got back an the Askold lenging for ro-
inforeements from Petrograd,

{To be continued next month).
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Women in the Labor Movement
{Continued from page 20)

share to win the strike in which their menfolk
were engaged,

In Pittsburg, California, fishermen went an
strike agninst the fish borens, Women did theiy
duty on the picket line. The companies offcred
to buy fish direct from the sirikers: women went
to the cannery to investigate and found that the
price offered was 214 cents, on the grounds that
the fish had been standing. The women boesan
throwing atones at the figh baronz amd at the
cannery windows. They were told to go home
and behave themselves, hut this only brought on
& new assault of stones. The fish was paid for at
& ocents, and the strike was aver

During the iron miners strike of 1916 in Minne-
sota, women weee on the picket lines with the men.
Many were beaten amd brutally treated,

Guamen ontered the home of Pete Masonovieh
to arrext the men gathered there. The group re-
sisted the arvest and the gunmen knocked over
Mra, Masonovich and epened fire at the men One
gunman killed his fellow punman, bot the work-
ors woere blamed for it. Mre Masonovieh and
thirtesn men were arrested. Her hushand and
three other strikers, Nickich, Cernogarovich, and
Orinndich, were convicted and sentenced to one
to six yemrs, Mrs. Mizenovich, i appears, was
the first woman ever tried for murder in connoe-
tion with o labor case,

During this Tron Rabge strike theve were many
women whoe were beaten and who spent time in
inil and refused to be balled out. One woman in
Gilbert, Minn., was beaten and afterwards kept
in jatl without medieal ald. She wes pregnant,
and a8 & result of the brutal treatment, she died,

Wamien of the working class are the same the
world over. In Spain today they are proving their
mettie. They are out in the trenches beside their
husbands, brothers and sweethearts, valinntly nid-
ifg their men In the battle agninst fascist forces,
that Spain may be free for futore penecntions,

Women in Amertea will do the same i need
arises. They have shown thiz by many an hersie
batile on the picker line. They cannot sit back
and wait for peace while the lives of thelr beloved
ones are in danger.

Lot womeén do their share in the Inbor move-
ment. All oo often they have to !'.:ig'hl: the same
prejudice about “kéeping women in their place”
in the anlons as they have had to fight in other
phascs of Mife these many venrs. Edoeate work-
ingelnss women and they will set out gladly on the
road to cmancipation. In the growing ranks of
womcen workerz the LW.W. will find new sources
of energy and of intelligent enthosinsm for iis
mighty program of world reconstruction,
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The Hobo By L. P. EMERSON

The sun hung low o'er the mountains
Tinting each rugged crest,

And painting in golden glory

The bending skies of the West;

When dark, like a speck on the landseape,
With his blanketa acrozs hiz back

Came a worn and weary hobo

Down the dusty railroad track.

By the corve of the road at nightfall
Where the stara above glimmer and peep.
Through a curtain of leaves and grasses,
He laid him down to sleep;

And he thought as the song of the night bird
Soothed his tired and troubled mind,
There's room in this world and plenty

For all except me and my kind.

He slept and lived in dreamiand

Where love spread her splendid wings,
And bore him from old surronndings
To a better scheme of things.

He dwelt in & rosy cottage

With flowers blooming "round the door
Where all was wealth and gladness . . .
There were no tramps, no poor.

A sweetheart wife beside him

Made him of all men blest,

While the wee curly head of their darling
Nestled close to his manly breast:

And there were great things to be doing . .
The best that was in him he gave

To a world with no soldiers, no shackles,
No prisons, no master or slave,

0, woe! to a world whose workers

Are cast like chaff to the wind

When the lords cannot use them for profit
Must go seeking, but cannot find.

(! cursed be the zystem forever

That rebs human life of a home,

And sends young and old to the highway

In quest of a living to roam.

But why will yvou die, ye toilers?

You have the power and the might

To wrest from the cravens who hold them
Your bread, your freadom, your right.

0 rise, in vour infinite numbers,

Linite on the sea and the land,

Let tyrants implore you for mercy,

Take the reins of the world in vour hand.
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Who Is It That Gets the Relief?

By EVERT ANDERSON

A WPA worker wonders, if it weren't for
the graft, wouldn't it be cheaper for the
government to send us a check each month
with instructions not to work for anybody 7

“The sooner we get this job done the better it
will be for all of ws", sid one well fod Village
Eabdiz to another equally obese.

The two of them were discuming the forth-
"i"'l:l'l'l"l'l'l'l.ﬂ' I?h!ﬂll-lﬂr.!l af twao il now ander oon-
struction wnder WPA  managoment—the  Walf
Creek roqd and the Wilsen River—hoth in Oregon,
The writer haz worked on both of these boae is
now temporarily laid up te boost the hospital
business, «due to nn aceident which was bevond
the sontrel of the lord ns well s ¥OUF Teporier.

"Yeah, what we need on these roads is more
machinery and somebody with u little git-up-and-
git to make them lazy bums work instead of lean-
ing on thekr shovels all day long"™ “Yau bet™,
smid Babbit No, 2 “Mow when I waz a voung—."

By this time 1 had finished mwy frogal repast
conzisting of & cheese
sandwich — Tillamook
Cheese —and & bum
cup of coffee; where-
upen I, secking the
feeah air without, left
the Habbit conversa-
tion to n more appre-
clative modiense,

However, it iz the
nature of “relief work™
that T wish te comment on now. How daoes # re-
lieve? A common laborer gets $55.00 per month
to support himself and family., A jackhammer
mean 305.00; o faller 225.00, Even at the rate of
88500 per month, & family man has to scrape
to make both ends meot. He and his family have
to eat poor feed, wear poor clothes, live in a poor
howae o a poor  district,  breathing poor ate
Finally when the bread winner passes on—the
way of all flesh, rich or poor—he i& tueked into
& poor easket, and his poor survivors hear a poor
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preacher make & poOr sermof-—something on the
order of “rich and peer must dwell together in
hormony”—ense Mo, 510272901 i closed.

Bometime ago I read some figures on how much
money it takes fo keep alive. 1 hove forgoiten
the exnet amount, But when T tell yor thet T am
rathematically dead from having recefved oo
little of ton much, you will forgive me for this
wenknear of memory, This f= my bodget for
1986: Received in wages from the WPA: 8344.04.
From other sources $160.00, Total incoms for
P936—3504.04, Had 1 worked the whole venr
at the mie of 355.00 por month, it would have
Eiven me 366000, Agreed that £55.00 per month
i# the lowest hand out we can possibly give sur-
aelf and still percolate, it con e seem thet T was
nt the end of the yenr $155.96 below the perculnt-
ing level, Thiz is how I was reliovsd in 1936,

SONLY GOD CAN MAKE A TREE™ Yoah, but
wi sure ean knock “em over guickly emough. The
Wilson River and the Wolf Creck voads will be
short cutz to the sea from Portland. They are
chartercd  through heavy  tmber. Wiz, tall,
stralght firs such as only grow here on the const,
Thousands of acres of timber land are destrayed
yenrly by forest fires, but we must nid in the
destruction even on the WPA. To do otherwise
wioild interfere with the ssered righizs of busjpess
And o we o to work with saws, axes, dynamite,
peavies, We pile ap the brush and the good timber
together, pour some oil on it, strike a mateh Lo
it—ffire! As the fire rapidly consumes the logs
amd bhrwsh, the foreman glows in satisfnetbon: "It
will demmned near all be burned up before night.”

In Portland fuel companies mre talking advan-
tage of the present cold spell—and infheienza—ta
sell inferior wood at exorbitant prices. We could
eagily have made wood aut of the logs we buarned
and supplied the needy with fuel free of charge,
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but that would inierfere with private business
While our good timber = thus going wp in smoke
people in other ports of “this great country of
ours” arg burning twigs, siraw: ves and some are
drying cow manure for fuel,

Much of the timber that we deliberately destroy
would make excellent houses for those who live
in “tumble down shacks" along Tobacco Road.
But it would *“interfere with private business"
wers wo bo give to ench other what we need free
of charge. Privete business demands destroction.
It's been doing it so long that occasionally mom-
bers of our class help to hang a guy that advocates
the opposite becanse it & arpued that “what was
good enough for father i pood enough for me.”

“The more oil and gas you waste around here
the better they like it", sid one of the initiated
WPA slaves, as he seemed to cnjoy- pouring a=
much oil nmd gas on the groond az into the emgine.
Hf courss, the oil companies will like it very
much. They are in business for the money and
dio not care whether oil is used for anybody’s goadd
ar nol.

Crews are hauled to jobs ever fifty miles from
Portland in hoge uncomdortable busses. Camps
could eazily be boilt, but that would “interfere
with private business." It would be cheaper by
far, and the money would certainly st a lot
longer if the gpovernment sent ua 8 check of
§556.00 every month with instructions not to work
for anybody, Bot— there is no end to BUTS-—
that would “break dewn the morale of our frec-
horn American wage carners”, according to the
best Babbit aothorities on thiz subjeet,

Who the hell iz on relief anyway? Answer: The
oil companles are on relief; the politkcians are
on relief; equipment companics are on refbef;
Babbits and braintrusts are on relief, The half-
starved unemployed in whose name huge =ums
of money nre being appropriated is  only  the
sueker in the gume.

Next fall the short cut to the sen will be open

for traffic. Thia will mean that less gas will be
conpgmed sinee the distance iz zhorfoned. Less

tires worn—{or the same reason. Loss wenr nmd
tear of the old tin can.

Thiz in tarn will mean
lems  business in oil,
tirex, gns, tin cmns
Again it will menn
less  employment for
those engaged in  oil,
tires, tin cans cde.
Catch on? There is
the wiclouz cyole of
private busines=, Yeb,
and still T want to zee
the road built,

What's the nature
of direet relief? This
i3 H: The eapitalisis
give ue o hamdout in the manncer that a stiek-up
artist returne to his vietim ecnoogh for ear fare
after having thoroughly RELIEVED him of all
valoables including hiz waltch and jack-Enife. Fe-
lief Work iz the same thing only you have to work
for it. MNow let's pive the scissorbill the floor:
“Well, somebody i gotta be the head of things'

Thi scissorbill hn= given me ene good reasan for
which I wmnt to =ee & short cut to the ses. Any
worker whe has convineed himself that he hos
neither the intelligence nor the courage to or-
ganize Tor a fight against the bunch of organized
rangaters who now control the land in the interest
of “iprivate business'” had bettor nies the short cot
ta the sea, jump in, and join the fishes nnd the
slime from whenese first came  our  lifedbearing
ancesbors. But we will and shall organize be-
cillse wWe must.

While we are st i, we may as woll organize
for something more than o mere hand out. Let
us organize Industrially, not onily for the cvery
day struggle to keep the capitalist from robbing
us too much, dut alse to carry on production and
serve each othor nftor we shall have completely
stopped this destruction by the robbing class in
the name of “private boziness",

“The sooner wie get this job done the better i1
will be for all of ws"
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plum clearanee srye

Unee more hounsteag and
drawing great attention [n the New York Metro.

polie. The great shoriage of komes and the om-
resi among the millions of slom dwellers are
forcing the powers that be to take notice of tho
unbearable living conditions that the working class
mast puat op with, But {netead of starting to tear
down the nearly 100000 wvermin infested and
dilapidated slum tenements in the great city, they
areé giving up mere avestigating committess and
framing more leng and short term public-honsing
PrOgTRmE,

A lnw is now In foree in the state of New York
which sets minimum stendards of sanitation asd
fire profection for tenoment houses and whickh,
if enforeed, would not mican the foaring down of
thess dismal unsanitary  fivetraps bat simply a
fate-lifting process, such as installing & tollet for
each apariment, fire cacapes and semi-fire proof-
tng of balls and stairwaye

These small repairs and improvements however
do not seceed I destroying the nccumulation of
filth and vermin within the walls and partitions
af these buildings, A person not mecostemed to the
sténch this creates wonld casily require the use
of & gas mask to enter these rat-infested traps.
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Can

Capitalism
House

lts Workers?

An mnalysts of New York's sl

clearance program  showing  Hhat
the profit motive condemns milliois
fo squalor,

By PEO MONOLDI
Grenernl Chrganiizobion Cowng-
mittee, Construetion Work-
ere  Industrial Thaon N

$10-330 of the LW.W.

This
Ilﬂﬂdr,’.

crowded atreet s playground,
dry-room, library and dem for
thomsands of Mew York City's proletariat,

As evon theas minor changes would cost mn nverage
of $3.500.00 for a flve story tememens, the
bamkers and realtors are refusing to comply with
these |&ws and threaten to isue evicthon nobices to
00000 faenilies living in 40000 ar more of oty el
buildings, rather then to sapply their minisum
needs. A sitdown sirike of those slum dwellers
hns mlready taken place, Unable to pay the high
rent demanded in other buildings, and not willing
o stay out on the street, they are ready to fight
even to hold what little they have.

While the great elty b modernizing ltself in EVETY
direction with subways, new bridges, new high-
wiays, new skyscrapers with svery modern equip-
ment, just around the corner old-law tenements
with thelr dark rooms and snwholesome dangeraus
canstroction still stand. Built in the decade follow-
ing the Civil War, to meot the riging tide af
tmmigration, today the ineronsing deterioration of
theae tomoments endangers the life and health of
the waorkers.

In 1837 In the so.called greatest ety in the warld
over SET000 families are living without esitenl
heat in thelr homes, over 244,000 families have
no hot water in tholr homer: over 235,000 familios
must do withoot toh or shower, and owver 180,

'Tlul:nl_'r-mﬂr



Don't beme the woman overmich—this sort of home iz the product of o system

far more slovenly and wastefnd than she,

Thiz sort of home—Iypionl Ehomsands

o

more in oir groal melropolis—soon fraing ity fenants lo keep house in the style to

trhich the neighbors are aconstonmed,

familles lnck private Indoor water closets, Of the
1,750,000 families, over S00.000 live in tenements
that were built previous to 1900 and most of them
buikt in the =ixties and =eventies are with & soriea
of dark windowlesz rooms, “dumbbell’” fenemonts
covering 90 per cent of the lot and providing slita
from 2 to 4 feot wide and some 40 fect long
betweon builidings as the sole source of light and
air for rooms that do not face the street or yard,
This is only a conservative estimate of the sctoal
conditions existing among over 2,000,000 Now
York eliff dwellers,

What hae ar s belng done te alleviate the housing
conditions of these workers? OFf course there has
heers much talk and many commissions have been
appointed in the past hondred years or more, and
many laws have been pazecd for the bettermaont of
housing but even with all the talking, newspapor
headline commisafons and laws, conditions sre
potting worae Imstead of better and today we have
over soventesn square miles of slams seatterad in
overy borough of grenter New Yark.

Daring the boom days of the twonticz 2 law was

Thirey

pazsed for state supervision mod providing asskst-
ance for large scale private limited dividend oporm-
tlons, Several large aparimeent boildings wore
cansiracted mndor this new Iaw, which allowed the
boilder tamx e¢xempiion for a poeriod of vears. The
buildings of the Amalgamated Clothing Workers
at Mosholu Parkwany were erected In this way,
These npariments were let out and sold at  an
initial cost of E500.00 per room and o 1150 per
reom per month  thereafier. Only the most
prosperous workers conld afford to baneflt by this
typt of project. This still applics evon though ronts
bnve been reduced to E9.50 per room por month
in thizs building.

But with the ending of the se-ealled prosperily
days even the constrzction of these baildings
cami te an ond. To make matiers worse for the
increnzing numberz of workers who reguired
housing accomodation hundreds of boildings keve
hoen torn down, not for the purposs of Tebuiid-
ing modorn homes In their places but to consbriact
rich entorprises s the Tri-Boroogh Bridge.
Rockefeller Conter; Railrond terminals, ste.,. with

OMNE BIG LINION MONTHLY




the resull that the ovcupant either had to double
up with other familles or go ints smmller giariers
if they eonld be found. As theugh this was mat
bad encugh nearly 3000 buildings on the verge
4f eollapse Bave been bonrded wp and considercd
toe dangerous for people to live in. As yet na
tempts hawve been made to tear them down nnd
replace them with habitable hames.

With the advent of the New Desl with fis
P. W, A, W A and W P AL & few hape
seemod to appear to alleviate the hoosing misery,
Afier the first ballykod an annoomeoment  cane
that = boam had been made By the P. W, A fop
& slum clearing project which would Bouse 1000
families. To the dingiist of even the bourgoies the
deal turred out to bo nothing more or less then
the parment of & political debt.

The project was 40 be out e the Bronx, =
location entively umsuited to the Eransportation
teeds of the aveorape worker. The renta wore to
be BLLEG por room per month, There was aoch
pratest from mll soweeos interested in slum elear
ance that the loan was withdraiwn. Hawavor, F.|:|'|=-
tica being more powerfal than thess profests, the
lan was once more granted and the Hillside omt-
fit went abesd with its building eperation,

Bot st long last the slum district has finally
been reached by the P, W. A. One project is now
completed in the east side of Manhattan, Another
Is under constroction in Harlem which will Mouwse
570 colored familics and another k& under way
in the Williamsburg seetion of Brooklyn which

" e

The PWA workers who ik wp these aparinents af I53rd Streel and the Harlen

covers 12 bloeks and will howsse 1800 families
when completed. The first was constrocted by
relief workors but the next two are being done
by eontracters. Thess nparstmonts will be moders
and will rent ot $6.00 por room or over but how
many of the slum wokers will be able to live in
there bulldicgs B o question as those applying
for the apartmonis mast have s fob, & Bank aes
count and must prove that they hive a steady
ingete. This means that noavly balf a million
wage workers on relief who need these buildings
will mot qualify as tenants and must keop on dlv-
ing az they do, The municipality will net take
chunees with workers who eannod guarantec the
cantinious payment of thele rent.

Much repalr and alteration work ks going on
the old bulldings but ns this la being done up goes
the pent and workers must move to other bubld-
ings which will be the same 25 the omes they have
Just Bofn.

Housing or Blum cléarance, like every other
industry, {2 based on profit, Whenever there nre
profits 2o be mude there will be fnanees to invoest.

Much noise |3 being made today ns in the past
that the reaszon finmnelers refuse to build is be-
cagn labor is too high. I have before me the coat
of Enickerbocker Village, & large spartment
house, which cost $6,216,800 to build. OF this,
they cinim that 2,019,838 went to labor for the
nctunl comstruction of the building, Anvone not

{Contimaed an page %4)

river, degigned for low income gronps to solve New York City's houstng problem, will
not live in them—for prospective lenents must show a bank iteconnt and have a job,

Merch, 1937
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RS LERE

Has a Substitute for the . W.W. Been Found?

By Or is the trend toward Faseism expressing itself in
the employer cultivation of a One Big Union without

TOR CEDERVALL

class-consciousneszs, and no  rank-and-file contral,

as i necessary element of the “corporative state™?

It is nbowt time that someone wrote another
“One Hundred Million Guinen Pigs™. In place of
Worrifying details of sandpaper on  your teoth-
brush, this book sheull deal with the one handred
million workingelasa guinea plgs whe in America,
pRat afid present, have beon dished out am in-
finite variety of adulterated remedies to keep them
slck but satisfied.—all substitotes for the real
thing.

The material to select from i3 whie apd varied,
for in no realm of homan relations are thore io
be found more substitutes, fake claims, amd harm-
ful prodocts than in the field of scchology. For
every mepsure that conld pesaibly aid in the
therough housecleaning of our soclety, o spuri
ous substitute i& offered and pushed before the
public. The phenomenon of Fasciam alone affords
n vast field for fortlle study, for Fasclsm i the
grand devil of them all in the bleck art of adul-
torated substitution. Its sample wares include such
choiee jtems ns “‘natlonal socinlizm® for sceisbam,
“Inbor fromt” fer independent labor uniontam, mmee
o matbonal struggle for elass struggle, to men-
tion & few of the moroe Important ones.

However, since we only supgested the book and
are nob writing it let o8 confine ourselves to one
instance in eurrent America that might provide a
significant chapler for the proposed wolume. Weo
have reference to the eurrest altempt to substitote
the IG.1.0. for sp Indusirial unien movement long
championod by the LW.W,

The C.LO. emerged upon the scene a little more
than o year mgo. Why? Back in the “horss amd
bogey” days the mighty onsurge of solidarity on
the part of the workers through the Knights of
Laber was stopped by the appearance of the A. F.
of L. “The sins of the fathers are wvislted upon
the children.'" ls the C.LO., the child of the A. F.
of L., coming to the fore to run bona fidoe indus-
trial unloniem imte the ground?

The employers' art of sporlous substitution in
the labor commodily market was at first exorcised
entirely on thelr ewn initiative in Amorlea by those
parishs of the people, the John D, Rockefellors, as
afn  ocutgrowth of the tercible and mngnifictent
strike of the Colorade conl miners in 1913.14, The
Rockefellors, after witnessing fifteen months of

‘:I'Mrl:rlm

herode struggle on the part of the mincrs that even
wholesale murdor of their women and children at
Ludlow could mot stifle, brought in W. L. Mae-
Eenzle King, later premior of Canada, to form the
fiest "eompany wnlon™ in the United States, the
Rackefeller Industrial Representation Plan. In sub-
sequent Years the “company union” has served
with varying suceess s a substitute for Isbor
unionism fn countless indostrin]l establishments of
Amsorica.

However, sinee the gaping dont put inte Cap-
italism by the “crash™ of "20, a general awakening
of the American working class has ocourrod. Afeer
an interim of stunnod stumbling, the workers come
necneed o organize in sarmest.

The uremployed, no longer pleading reciplents
of charity; organized and clamored for more
bread and sholter, Several plants in the mnss pro-
ductlon industries went out on unorganized but
bitterly contested strikes, notably the Briggs body
planis in Datralt, The eraft-bound A. F. of L. wit-
nessod & large inflox of membore nko ity wp-
workable federn]l unfoms, The LW.W, made some
sorions inronds into the nutomobile industry dur-
Ing and immediately following the Briggs strike.
The latter organization alss conducted & larse
sgricultoeal atrike for higher wages in the martial
law-patrolled Yakima Valley of Washington, ns
well as conducting & construction workers' strike
at Beoulder D, & seamen's strike om the Gulf,
bailding sirikes in Philndelphia, ebe. In addition,
severnl independent unions of a bona fide working
class maturs were apringing up everywhere, such
ns the M.E.ZA., the Wissonsin Tedisstrial - Union,
the Union of All Workers in Minnesota, and othors,

Apgainst such an arcusing working class the em-
pleyers were beginning to find the camouflape of
“eampany wonionism™ rather thin,

With the intreduction of the NRA, the Govern-
ment started playing arcund with the A.F. of L.,
buat found that the rock-ribbod crafi structure of
the A, F. of L. was 80 ublerly outmoded as to be
anfit for the Judas role of old. The piratical
prevogutives of the international eraft unlons wp-
on the federsl locals wore causing the new recruits
to go through the A. F. of L. like a green Mght.
The distressing spectacle of the lumbor workers in
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the Wost deserting the safe haven of the A. F. of
L. for the industrial unionizm of the LW.W.,
chearly proved the impotence of oven “doctored”
ceaft unioniam to embrace The aroused workers of
America and run them into the “safe ond aane'
chonnels of the A, F, of L. Such experiences
carly lod Generalisime Johneon of the NEA to
declare for industrinl anionism. Today this hlustory
ptrike-buster iz the blatant advocate of the O 100,
muach to the disteeas apd protestation of  weary
Willy Green. Shocked and offended Mr. Green may
mot he able to onderstand why the good General
I8 taking such an attitade, but the General does.

The laigsez faire capitalism of old & day by day
heing pushed into the background. The day of
unrestricted “individual enterprise™ i3 fmet  dis.
appearing. Through governmental pressure  the
d.!._'rl of sugicidal, onplanned produetion with s
disastrous “booma” and “over-productien’  fas
well as rather amateurish handling of labor prob-
fema)l are diminishing, More and more, desplic
temporary  actbacka, “monopaly™, “regulations,
Ugtandards", are being introdweed into American
eeonomic lfe. A wvery real “One Big Usion'” of
capital kB Beipg evolved In this country in an
offort o ‘stabilize” capitalism and secure fo the
present beneficinries of capitalizm thelr powers
and privileges at the expenss of the working class
as heretofore. The capitalist system in Americs is
stendily tending towards one gpigantic sorporation
to dlaplace the present big and litthe corporations.

With the “eorporate” trend of capitalism, and
itz sometimes startling changes in  gpovernmental
and business procedurs from the deys of “lafescz
fafre”, It readily can be seen thai an indusicial
union movement growing out from thiz ean be
maorely m ecorresponding change in the form of
“company unlonism®™, For the individual “repres
sentation pkan™ of the individual corporation must
be substitoted n nation-wide “representation plan®
o serve the Interests of the newly evolving “ecor-
porabe state™. A Onpe Big Company Union of labor
to match the new One Big Corporation of capitat!

Is the C.LO. being groomed ns thizs “0Ong Big
Company Unjon'?

That the C.10, may be bitterly fought by somo
employers docz mnot in the least comtradiet thia
question. These employors are still confident that
they ean go on in the obl kaises faire way, They
are yoi opposed bo merging into the "One Big
Corporntion of Capital", But, eventoally they will
so¢ the arrangement as of benefit to them and as
their lone =alvation, much as an individual worker
in n factory being organized by the LW.W, may
at first rosist attempis 1o organize him, only
finally to see the point. These employers are con-
orvalives of the old school. Thelr ranks will comp-
timge to diminish, much a8 their palitical expres-
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aipn, the Republican Party, s rapidly decaying amil
is even naw practically moribund as far as sational
politica i@ conperned.

Another element aceounting for the misleading
antagonism of some cmployers to the CLO. may
well be the ambition of same of the leaders of
this latter movement. Capitaliam i= ot In a pre-
cisoly enviable position at present, It & endangered
afn the one hand by the stupbdity of some of [ta
scctions and on the other by the threat of penuine
etganization on the part of the working elnas. In
ardér to get persomal conaiderations, would am-
hitkous “labor leaders™ be averse to halding the
working class for mansom? Az 18 were, Blackmadl
irgr the capitalist elass inte assuring them worthy
rewnrda in power and privilege? After mll, hoch
Mussoling and Hitler were pretty Blostery and aid
not strike o bargaim untll they were sssured of
thelr perogatives,

Far thear reasons, and becsuse the aubstitate
muast be plagsible, the C.1.0. certainly will not foll
inte the unimaginative routine of o “company. wn-
lon" or & fascist “Inbor fromt' until a full-fledped
bargain is struck, Furthermore, rank and file in-
petoosity will provide from time to time cortaln
flare and color to the whole procedurs. However,
this rank and file sctivity will besone inereasingly
rare as My, Lewis and his licutenanis come o un-
deratandingra with the voriows industyial espesrns,

Already the chief outcome of the General Motors
strike® |3 the ngreement on the part of the aaion
ta outlaw apy job action until all avenoes of nego-
tintion have been exhausted, meaning conforences
botwesn Lewis and the mansgement. When the
tipe cames that Mr. Lewis wineg the checkoff and
the right to bargnin for all the workers s a com-
pany"s emplay, the cank and file will be caoght
betwean the two mill-atones of Mr. Lewis snd the
employer. The worker, individuslly and collective-
lw, will find himzelf helpless in fighting both the
eeployer and the wnion. A double chain will be
arcund hizs neck.

Universally organized into the ©10., will the
Amertenn worker find himself bound hand and
foot to the system that expleits him? Froedom a
myth, will he be an industrial ser! forever in his
plaee and receiving soch fruits of Inbor na his
masters may in thelr benevolonce chocse to bestow
upan him?

The socio-tconomic baxis of faseism i the coe-

“MNOTE: The condeci and the ssitlement of the Gener’
Mobarn Strfics Indicates ki the Gensaal Midors Cagperaibes
FTPPTsCOEs an qmps v proup chay ds jaking 3 waichlnl “en (&
femce™ antitnds 5o 1 rrapeenie” (emlencnes o Amediosin oa)
italiam, Despite the Beroir deserminatbs of ghe gaTant  Fhin
sle-downers, the small pemenrage of anion oegimicalion in ihe
L, 3, plinng w0kl pd BEve prevenisd 13e fmlmrl:r L
gy im phyviscs] esfloies e break dhie alrike nitbres B el
ol baclid sccial ey were mol in Lbe backgreund of the ol
In an oniAsTy eooniss ek e ofgamratios of the stk
Fh WhE el Len wedll 18 srrisnaly dntismidate the Cosipany

E:Eh:uh.rl,r with the supgea of 1he Fing Alliazce and ibe sl
ise A. F. of [ om the side of ibe eorporaiion —T, C
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porate or totalitarian state—one hundred per cont
orgenized industry and parallel indosirial organ-
ization of the workers. Industrial anionism lends
itsedf very easily to the corpornte plans of fas-
cimna, Mussalini, the foseder of Ffasclam, was
guided in his formulation of the fascist state by
hia cxporiense with the widespread “syndicalizm'
af Dialy., He discovered that industrial unicnism
can be tarmed wpon its head and becense industrial
bondage.

An indusirial union movement can be an instru-
ment of socinl advancement and happiness for
mankind and a bulwark aainat fascism only if it

is thoroughly ssturated with a rank and file spirit
mnd adhere in form and practice to democeatic
control, What iz more, & must be based four-
siuare on the principle of irreconcilable ¢conomic
antagonism betweon the employing clnss and the
working class, for only class-conaciouaness can
counteract the totalifarian appeal of fascizm. How
dees the C.LO. measure up to oy of these re-
quirements? Is it a spitable sobatitute for the
I W.W.T

Will the nrembers of the American working class
af fer themasives as ““One Hundred Million Guinea
Piga™T

D

Can Capitalism House Its Workers?

{Continuwed from page d1)

nequainted with actoal budlding eosiz would take
this ostimate for granted. However of these
$2,000,000 there {53 much that went for profit as
to mab-contractors such an the plomber conbractar,
the electrizal contractor, the plaster, the Iather, the
sheot metal contractar, and =0 om. All of these
contraciors of sub-contraciora recelved & cat of
theas $2,000,000, OF the other miilions the General
Centractor received $1.600,882 dollars for draw-
ing plaps and other ongineering roguired as
preparation and for supervising the eonatruetion
of the boilding. $2.636,176 went for material. Bui
even with the meterial a large amount goes fo the
non-worker as profits, to the material dealers, in
transpoartation, and to the manufacturers of
lamb=r, bricks, lime, coment, stecl, copper and an
endlesz chain of profit takers. If the trae Tacta
coubl be obtaimed of those who received this &
million, without = doubt they would show that
ot more then half this amount setuslily went 1o
labor. :

Of coursoe the presure @ geiting stronger cach
day for more smnd better housing. All kinds of
schemea are brooght forth, such as subsidy to tho
builders, or thai the municipality, state or federal
povernment do the building; but none of these
schemes |8 goiog to do away with the slams or
produce enough howees for the workers.

Thiaty-{ swr

England, Germany, Austrin, nnd other nations
have had ao-called slam clearing projects for years
and each country did build a Bouse here and there
but nll have failed =0 far ae providing livable
accomodations for the working class is concerned.
Such projects will be a failure so long na the
profit aystem is allowed to continue.

Capitallssn canmot supply the necded homes for
the comfort of the workera, All their schemes sand
all their planning is based not upon the needs of
thesr workers but wpon finding methods that will
farnizh the nocessary profits for their ondertak-
ingx. The atate of Mew York im the past few
years has pnid n subasidy to the extent of §190,-
000,000 in the form of tax exemption but all that
has been accomplished is the erestion of a few
buillings whoze rentals are beyond the means ol
the masa of workers desporntely in need of homes.

The only way that we will be nble to deatroy
the 250,000 windowlest rooms= that were built
previcus to 1579 and the many thousands of
others that are il standing, i3 by the unified ef-
forts of all the workers organized to remove the
prevalling system mnd to inskitute one that wiil
hawve ‘az [t2 chicf motive not profits, but to supply
the needs of the werkers—a system that will enter
to the health, comfort, security and enjoyment
of the working class.
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I. W. W. PREAMBLE

i x
Fhic working olass employing class have mdhing

1M R P € el meace s lonp as hainger s
want are loend asidpg BT working people a
Few, wehi ake uip the ésmploving dass, have all oh

things of hife.

& b oslengple must o om wntll th

A% & LEEWE

¥ ool ProCisiEm, afg

W Hesl thst the centerimg of the manag
Ifes  phbn  lewer fewer hands makes
igahle 1o cone wa tho ever-prowsng powee ol the - eminlivy
unsons foster o staie of
all rhkers 40 be pitted apaimd another aei
al workers in the same indusiry, therehy elping defeat one
asather in wape wars, MMoreover, the trade snions aid the
ke the belief that
the woeking clisa have tntepcss i comman
l\.'::l[\llll:u':ll-

These conlasns can be ch
'-l-".‘-ill'ul: lass iy | B OfEEN
a way that all its members inoar ¥ hme ISUHALEY, Of 18 all
industries, 11 necessary, cesse work whenevér a strike of
lockoot & 1h 3Ny Jl.'["'l"._l- enit thersal, chus "'i-l..l'l|.' ‘1]
injury to ong an injury g all

Inatead of the comservative metio, A lar dav’s wage for
a fwir davs work . we must imstmibe on oowr banner the
T 1 "Abodsizon o oL

[T
amh gapifaliten ny Gk :':-\.||||| g b fGIf g A Sedl,
T .."E:_- for the T'an'TIIJ.'a' 1l.:.||;|:|-.' wWilh .'.|=1|IJ'.|HI-. Bue alen
Es ghFry 08 prodiicts when ||:l‘."I|J..EI'|I:' shall have been
(B30 P By oA 1§ industrially we are foFming the
iermcBure of the siew swsety within the shell of the old
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